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Evacuation and Science: Narrative Approach to weave Fortuity and

Necessity

Kohei TAKAHARA'!

!Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (re28000@gmail.com)

ABSTRACT

What is the essence of evacuation? Should its research be scientific? In the history of evacuation research in
Japan, building fire evacuation research in the 1960s, flood evacuation research in the 1970s, information processing
research in the 1980s, and many current evacuation studies have examined evacuation based on the
cognitive-behavioral model of "information, decision, and action.” We find a "hand-drum model" in which
appropriate or inappropriate information prepares decisions, leading to right or wrong actions, and good or bad
outcomes. However, only the two ends of the drum can actually be observed scientifically. Decisions are a posteriori
constructs and cannot be said to be real. Furthermore, the hand-drum model has a difficult problem to solve
regarding fortuity and the relationship with the dead. Scientific research that emphasizes the ability and inevitability
of people thrown into a disaster cannot capture the essence of evacuation. Therefore, this paper examines the
possibility of narrative research as another standpoint for evacuation research. Narrative research is an activity in
which researchers and residents shape the future through collaborative narrative acts that weave fortuity.

Keywords : Evacuation, Disaster Information, Decision, Narrative, Fortuity
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