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Preface

This report is the record of the 2020 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from
Disasters (2020 TeLL-Net Forum), held in January 2020. I would like to firstly mention its history,

then its significance of today, and my personal view of how this initiative should develop in the future.

In 1995, we experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. While it caused unprecedented
human and socioeconomic damage, with warm support from inside and outside of Japan, the affected
areas were able to recover and revive. Thankful for such kind support, we have committed ourselves
to continue to inform to world and into the 21st century the lessons of the Earthquake. First, we

started the “Memorial Conference in Kobe” in the year following the Earthquake. Though changing



the name of the Conference every 10 years, we have continued until today our efforts of “passing on
and making effective use of the lessons of the Earthquake to prepare for the future”, with the
cooperation of a variety of people who were engaged in activities related to this earthquake in various
ways as well as the younger generation who have yet to experience disasters. In April 2002, through
the cooperation of Hyogo Prefecture and the Japanese Government, The Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake Memorial —Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI) was founded.
It has been operating as a museum with 6 different functions, which is the first of this kind in the
world. Furthermore, the Disaster Reduction Alliance (DRA) was set up as a partnership of over 20
organizations which are located in HAT Kobe where DRI is also located, and it has engaged in
activities related to international disaster risk reduction, environment management and public
health.

In January 2004, the DRA Forum 2004 was convened and it discussed the “Transfer of Live
Lessons of Catastrophic Disasters” as a pre-event of the Second UN World Conference on Disaster
Reduction in 2005, Kobe. The Chairman’s Summary of the 2004 Forum proposed that the same issue
be further discussed in the 2005 UN conference as well in partnership with DRA. The outcome of
the 2005 UN Conference was launched worldwide as the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), in
which the importance of the “Transfer of Live Lessons of Catastrophic Disasters” was recognized and
mentioned. Subsequently, in March 2006, International Network of Telling Live Lessons from
Disasters (TeLL-Net) was founded and the preparation for an International Forum on Telling Live
Lessons from Disasters commenced. In March 2010, the first forum was convened, and the second
forum in January 2020 was held in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake. Through those two international forums, it was recognized that while the forums
were greatly successful, if it is only once in 10 years, it cannot be more than a mere event, not enough
to make the stories that are told assimilated in countries and areas as the culture of disaster. It was
also made clear that, while the museums of disasters in countries are expected to play a pivotal role
in such activities, the contents of such museums are mostly only exhibitions, but not necessarily for

passing on and making effective use of lessons of disasters and to prepare for the future.

Against such a background, while the disaster information becomes increasingly “accurate,
quick and detailed”, there are still a great many people who do not follow the instructions/
recommendations for evacuation. A typical case of such dilemma was observed after the Great East
Japan Earthquake and the following tsunami in 2011. Thirty percent of the residents of the affected
areas did not evacuate despite the warning of the coming tsunami of a massive scale. This was the
main cause of the loss of more than 20,000 lives at that time. Similarly, as exceptionally heavy rains
tend to occur recently almost every year because of the progress of global warming, damages have
also been growing, particularly among the elderly. For example, a toll of 250 deaths was counted in
the West Japan heavy rain in 2008, and 100 deaths in the East Japan typhoon in the same year. The
greatest reason for such damages is the fact that in the areas where evacuation instructions/
recommendations are issued, usually even less than one percent of the residents evacuate. This
indicates that, while various scientific sophistication is advancing day by day, such as emergency
earthquake alerts, hazard maps and many other tools and information i.e. “disaster civilization”,
such advancements are not accompanied by actual actions by ordinary people, and that the actual
conduct of evacuation has not become a daily habit. In other words, things like “disaster culture”

have not been developed well enough among ordinary people.

In 2020 in particular, the COVID-19 pandemic has broken out, affecting more than 50 million



people as of 10 November 2020. The pandemic is becoming even more severe, and there is still no
sign of the end in sight. On the other hand, research aiming at preventing the spread of this
infectious disease have been newly revealing various facts. In the chart below, the horizontal axis
indicates GDP per capita of Italy and other countries with greater value than Japan; and the vertical
axis indicates the ratios of infections and deaths per million population. The chart indicates that the
infection ratio of the countries with greater GDP per capita than Japan is also worse than that of
Japan and that the tendency is that the greater the GDP per capita is, the greater the infection ratio
is. The same applies to the death ratio. This analysis indicates that economically prosperous
countries are not necessarily happy countries. In other words, it is being revealed that the

advancement of the modern civilization does not necessarily simply contribute to happiness.
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Based on this, in order to ensure deterrence/reduction of damage, “disaster civilization” is not
enough but “disaster culture” also needs to be enriched and strengthened. “Disaster culture” can also
be referred to as sophisticated daily habits. I believe that disaster risk reduction education is the
base for one to be equipped with such habits. As a result of my 45-year research work on disaster
risk reduction, I am convinced that it is greatly important to develop “disaster culture” through
disaster risk reduction education. Consequently, it is in this context that I believe that we need to
give actual motion to the worldwide disaster story-telling activities that we have been initiating, and
make it constant and continue. More precisely, I believe that it is greatly important to transcribe the
contents of disaster storytelling into picture books; and help everyone in the world from babies to

the elderly be familiarized with “disaster culture”.
December 2020

Yoshiaki Kawata

Executive Director

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Memorial —

Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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Foreword

Disasters claim many lives instantly and devastate the daily life of communities. Harsh
experience in disasters leads us to revalue the importance of daily life and the significance of living
together with nature, which we do not consider much during ordinary times. The emotions of
storytellers resonate with those of listers strongly. It motivates us to apply the knowledge of disaster
risk reduction into actual actions. It can be our engine to rebuild disaster-hit areas back better with
more resilience. Aside from oral storytelling, photographs, audiovisual materials, remaining items,
music, and pictures, monuments also talk eloquently. We have painfully realized this through the

experiences of the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and many other disasters elsewhere.

Many people in disaster-hit areas of different parts of the world have been making efforts to

preserve and pass on the lived experiences and lessons from disasters to other areas and generations

i.e. telling live lessons from disasters. Aiming to network individuals and institutions in such
activities, we have launched the International Network of Telling Live Lessons from Disaster (TeL.L-
Net) in 2006, to support those in exchanging and cross-learning across boundaries, appealing in one
voice for the importance of such conducts of telling live lessons, and contributing to the creation of
disaster-resilient societies. In 2010, we successfully organized the 2010 International Forum on
Telling Live Lessons from Disaster with 150 participants from 22 disaster-hit areas of different parts
of the world. In 2015, the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction was
convened and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted. The
Framework includes some important points such as “to ensure the use of traditional, indigenous,
and local knowledge and practices, as appropriate, to complement scientific knowledge in disaster
risk assessment". Against the background of the growing demand for achieving SDGs and promoting
ESG investment, enterprises are also increasingly required to act with due consideration of the

lessons from past disasters.

Despite our hope, however, the Great East Japan Earthquake hit Japan in 2011, claiming over
18 thousand lives. A disaster of this scale has hardly been seen since the modern history of Japan.
In 2013, the super typhoon Yolanda with extraordinarily devastating force hit the Philippines,
claiming approximately 8,000 lives. In 2015, a massive earthquake hit Nepal, causing a death toll
larger than 8,500. The world continues to suffer from floods, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and

tsunamis with the loss of many lives.

It is not an easy task to make memories of disaster experiences inherited for a long time while
addressing the challenges of fading of such memories. In January 2020, in commemoration of the
25th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, we decided to hold the 2020 International
Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters under the overarching theme "Passing on disaster
memories" to refresh our determination to continue such activities. On 24 January 2020, 300 persons,
mainly ordinary citizens living in the Hanshin-Awaji area, participated in the public symposium. On
25 and 26 January, individuals, representatives of museums, researchers, government officials,
volunteers, non-profit organizations, and private companies, who are engaged in various activities
of telling live lessons, participated in the breakout sessions and the poster session and conducted
greatly fruitful discussion and deliberation. 37 participants are from all over Japan such as the
Hanshin-Awaji area, Tohoku, Kumamoto, Hiroshima, and Niigata; and 34 participants are from 20
overseas countries / areas, namely Vietnam, Philippines, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar,

Malaysia, Indonesia, New Zealand, China, Taiwan, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Iran, Turkey,



Italy, USA, and the UK, along with many guest speakers and observers.

This book puts together all the valuable reports to the Forum and discussions exhaustively i.e.
a comprehensive compendium of various kinds of activities of preserving and passing down disaster
memories being conducted in different parts of the world today. I believe that this is an important
milestone for further promoting such activities and wish that it be of useful reference in various

directions.

December 2020

Tkuo Kobayashi
Chairman, Implementing Committee of 2020 Tel.LL.-Net Forum
Representative, International Network of Telling Live Lessons (TeLL-Net)

Senior Researcher, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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In January 2020, in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, individuals and institutions who are engaged in telling live lessons from
disasters in various parts of the world congregated in Kobe, deepen exchange and
partnership, cross-learn new initiatives and trends, appeal in one voice for the importance
of telling live lessons, and refresh determination to continue activities while addressing the
challenge of the fading of disaster memories, with a view to contributing to the creation of
disaster-resilient societies. Through this process, we also aim at re-strengthening TeLLL.-Net,
1.e. a standing mechanism to support such actions. Moreover, the outcome of the discussion
in this forum will be published in both Japanese and English as a reference for activities of

telling live lessons all over the world.

(2) &/m# / Participants
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Individuals, museums, researchers, government officials, and volunteers who are engaged
in telling live lessons, and professionals and private companies who support such activities
were expected to participate. The public symposium was attended by approximately 300
participants, mainly ordinary citizens; and the breakout sessions and the poster session by
71 participants from 21 countries / areas. (NB: "Telling Live Lessons" in this Forum refers
not only to oral storytelling but also to other indirect ways such as photographs, audiovisual
materials, writings, artifacts such as broken watches, artistic works such as music, and

paintings, monuments, memorial parks, etc.)
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Passing on disaster memories: While the number of those who personally experienced the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake is decreasing 25 years after the disaster, the area is facing
a critical point as to whether the activities of telling live lessons can continue in the same
way as they have been. On the other hand, there are some areas where memories of disaster
experiences have been inherited well over centuries. Disaster-hit areas may deepen

exchange and jointly address the challenge of fading of disaster memories.
¥ 77—~ [/ Sub-theme
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The strong power of telling live lessons: The words that a person puts forward based on what
actually happened to him/her carry very strong power for outreach. So do items remaining
and materials related to disaster victims. Recipients of such messages understand with
strong empathy the fear, anxiety, sorrow, and regret that victims had to undergo, or gratitude
for communal warmth that was felt more profoundly than at ordinary times amid very
severe situations. How can we make better use of such emotional power and help victims
restore hearts and minds, and eventually turn it into the power of revitalization of

communities and reconstruction of devastated areas?
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Conditions of telling live lessons: Conducting the telling of live lessons does not necessarily
emerge spontaneously. Many disaster survivors naturally do not wish to recall painful
experiences. Even though live lessons from disasters are greatly valuable to society, disaster
survivors cannot be forced to do it. How can we foster the sprouting of spontaneous
conducting of telling live lessons? How can international cooperation among disaster-hit
areas contribute to the promotion and continuation of telling live lessons?
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*  Methodologies of telling live lessons: Methodologies of telling live lessons are greatly
diversified. Direct oral storytelling, photographs, audiovisual materials, left-behind items,
music and pictures, and monuments are all effective media for telling live lessons. Even
those with no personal experience can sometimes communicate very effectively on behalf of
actual victims. Some disaster-hit areas succeed in passing on disaster experiences and
lessons over generations through seasonal events in local communities. The way of telling
live lessons may have to change as time passes. How can the ICT that drastically transforms

ways of communication impact the way of telling live lessons?
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* Role of museums: While the impact of telling live lessons is very strong, each way these
activities are conducted is fundamentally subjective and fragmented. Certain entities such
as public authorities tend not to disclose unpleasant lessons. While valuing the impact of
each specific experience, various kinds of information need to be organized carefully to
ensure that the complex process of the disaster from response through reconstruction is
understood comprehensively. This is where museums with good curating capacity may play
an important role. They may also be able to exercise institutional capacity to lessen the risk
of the fading of disaster memories. How can museums contribute to telling live lessons in

their unique ways?

2. 2BAYURYHL / Public Symposium
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* The public symposium was held from 13:00 to 17:00, 24 January 2020 in the Hyogo
Prefecture Hyogo House with 300 attendees, moderated by Chisako Omuta, News Division

Deputy Manager, Mainichi Broadcasting System Inc., as the master of ceremonies.

(1) BA%& - #E#i% / Opening Remarks

O /DHERRE 2020 fiHFREFEVMRE 7 +—F 2 EITEBE / lkuo Kobayashi, Chairman,
Implementing Committee, 2020 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from

Disasters
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Earthquakes, volcano eruptions, floods and fires continue to be occurring in many parts of
the world, coupled with effects of global warming. In Japan, after the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake in 1995, activate earthquakes have struck other parts of Japan such as Chuetsu,
Tohoku and Kumamoto. Damages caused by typhoons and floods have also become more
severe. On the other hand, in Kobe where the 25th anniversary of the 1995 earthquake is
commemorated, the generation who did not experience the earthquake amounts over 50 %
and the experience of the past disaster and subsequent reconstruction period is being faded.
And, we may end up again regretting bitterly the lack of preparedness for the next disaster

which may come soon as something beyond imagination.

The purpose of this Forum is for individuals and institutions who are engaged in telling live
lessons from disasters in various parts of the world to congregate in Kobe, deepen exchange
and partnership, cross-learn new initiatives and trends, and appeal in one voice for the
importance of telling live lessons. TeLL-Net, the establishment of which was prompted
during the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction which was held in
Kobe in 2005 in commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, has evolved loosely but as a global network of telling live lesson. We held the
2010 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters, similar to this Forum.

Today, on 24 January, a public symposium is held. In the first half, Mr. Masami Horiuchi
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gives a keynote talk and hold a dialogue with Ms. Keiko Takeshita; Bloom Works, a singer-
song duo of Mr. Hiroyuki Ishida and KAZZ performs; and Mr. Hiroshige Kagawa from
Tohoku presents his paintings and has a dialogue with Mr. Makoto Shimada. In the second
half, Mr. Yoshiaki Kawata, Executive Director, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation
Institution (DRI) chairs a panel discussion with panelists from different parts of the world.
Separately after this Forum, "Evening of Recitation and Music" is held in which Ms. Keiko

Takeshita performs recitation along with the music.

Memories of experiences in disasters fade. I wish to refresh my determination to pass down
disaster memories by continuing and deepening them while addressing the fading and make
effort towards creating a disaster-resilient society. I hope to proceed together with support
from and cooperation with various people. As "Bring happiness to the world" sings, "with a
strong spirit, stronger than earthquakes, I will live each precious day, even days of those

who perished."

HEB= R, 2020 HRKEFZVMRE 7 +— 7 LXEEB R /Toshizo Ido, Governor
of Hyogo Prefecture, Chairman of the Supporting Committee of 2020 International Forum
on Telling Live Lessons from Disaster
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17 January, a week ago, was the 25th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.
Keeping in mind that it is indeed our very role as the victim of the disaster to continue to
inform in and out of Japan of the numerous initiatives based on the experiences and lessons
of disaster-affected areas, we have been contributing to the progress of disaster protection
and reduction measures of the world over a quarter-century. On the other hand, as 25 years
have passed since the earthquake, even in Hyogo which was hit the hardest, the younger
generation who were born after the earthquake is more than 1/4 of the population; half of
the officials of the Hyogo Prefectural Government are the ones who joined the office after
the earthquake; thus those who did not experience the earthquake are now bearing the core
responsibility of the society. Therefore, in pursuing the creation of a safe and secure society,
it is indispensable to pass down the experiences and lessons to such a younger generation;
and the same to the people in the rest of the world who have not experienced large-scale

disasters.

In Hyogo Prefecture, we have so far been preserving a large volume of records of the
earthquake such as the record of the first month after the onset of the earthquake, the same
of the first year, and the evaluation of the achievements of various plans such as "Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake Reconstruction Plan". In 2009, we published a booklet called "To tell" in
which an enormous amount of records, documents, information, and knowledge of the past
are condensed; and in 2016 an updated one was also published. In 2002, Disaster Reduction
and Human Renovation Institution (DRI) was inaugurated as the hub of information
dissemination of the experiences and lessons of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. This
is not a mere museum but it also carries a research function which can also work as an
advisory function in case of an emergency. It receives 500,000 visitors every year. It
continues to be evolving as a "Disaster Museum and Institute" where people can learn not
only about the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake but also future possible mega national
crises such as Nankai Trough Giant Earthquake, Tokyo Metropolitan Earthquake, and
Super Typhoon. While the facility exhibits various items including audio-visual materials,
georama, and experiencing items, the live oral storytelling by the storytellers who
experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake is the one to which we place the most
6



importance in particular. However, 25 years after the disaster, challenges are surfacing as
to how the aging of the storytellers should be addressed and the current service can be

retained.

e In May 2019, I was invited to the Sixth Global Platform Disaster Risk Reduction organized
by United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction in Geneva, Switzerland, and the
Fourth World Reconstruction Conference organized by the World Bank, and delivered a
statement on the experiences that we gained through the process of the creative
reconstruction and the initiatives to protect those from fading. I also took such opportunities
to visit the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum in Geneva, where the victims
of disasters and conflicts appear virtually and speak about their experiences in multiple
languages. Though different from the stories of living persons, I found that the virtual
storytellers are quite realistic; and that such tools are greatly advantageous in terms of
multilingual communication and semi-permanent sustainability. DRI also offers an
audiovisual presentation of storytelling, but with subtitling in English only. Inspired by the
above-mentioned Museum, I have decided to upgrade the current DRI facility to multilingual.

I believe this is one of the ways to address the challenge of the aging of storytellers.

* Today, with "Passing-on disaster memories" as the overarching theme, the participants are
invited to discuss "Strong power of telling live lessons", "Conditions of telling live lessons",
"Methodologies of telling live lessons" and "Role of museums" and deepen deliberation on
how to prevent the fading of memories of past disasters and link those to the future. It is not
an easy task. I conclude my statement as the representative of Hyogo i.e. the disaster victim
area by requesting that all the participants share wisdom and knowledge and that the bonds
of the participants to be developed over the next 3 days further evolve into a large network,
and wishing that such network will contribute to the realization of a safe and secure society.
Finally, here is a Haiku that I have just created: "Storytelling, 25 years since the great
earthquake, in preparation for the future, one step ahead now".

(2) HBIH BEOLLOMLEFTFEVMHS (13 F 15 43~15 IF 15 47) / Part | Telling Live Lessons and
Culture (13:15 - 15:15)

O E§Ri#nE L xt# / Keynote Talk and Dialogue
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e Mr. Masami Horiuchi (actor, resident in Kobe, supporting various activities of telling live

lessons for 25 years) reflected upon his activities in the past, spoke about various exchanges
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and collaborations with those whom he encountered and who were present in the symposium
venue, spoke of the importance of telling live lessons and the challenges in continuing such
activities, discussed the perspective to the future and raised points on addressing the
challenge of fading of memories of disaster experiences. Mr. Horiuchi was then joined by Ms.
Keiko Takeshita (actress), who referred to her activities i.e. annually performing public
recitation of essays and notes of disaster victims of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake,
passing on the memories of the earthquake and supporting reconstruction through such
recitation. They deepened their discussion and Mr. Horiuchi concluded this session by
stating that while it is difficult to think about disasters on each of 365 days, it would be good
to activate a "switch of memories" even just once a year on some occasions such as 17

January i.e. the day of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.

BHLBEZBELUZEY X / Passing on memories of disaster through music and
painting
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Art can be very powerful in outreaching the message of disaster-victims directly to the heart
of the receivers with strong empathy. With this in mind, in order "Bloom Works" (a singer-
songwriter duo of Mr. Hiroyuki Ishida and KAZZ from Kobe, engaged in various activities of
awareness-raising on disaster risk reduction, gives many lectures on disaster risk reduction
coupled with a music performance in schools and communities) played some songs and
stated that they would like to convey their message with memories via music. Mr. Hiroshige
Kagawa (a painter who expresses and passes on the memories of the Great East Japan
Earthquake via gigantic paintings) and Mr. Makoto Shimada (who established the Kobe
Cultural Reconstruction Fund with stressing that the art is needed particularly at critical
times) discussed the power of paintings while projecting Mr. Kagawa's works and stated that
the gigantic paintings on the Great East Japan Earthquake can exercise very strong power
to attract people and that Mr. Kagawa would like to continue his activities by holding

exhibitions in various places.
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(3) HILEL RMizmiF T : SRR (15 15 30 49~17 Kf) / Part Il Panel Discussion: Heading
Towards Future (1530 — 1700)
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*  The panel, chaired by Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata, Executive Director of Disaster Reduction and

Human Renovation Institution (DRI), received reports on various cases of telling live lessons

in the world and discussed ways of continuing the passing-on of disaster experiences across

areas and generations.

e  Panelists:

Yoshiaki Kawata (Chair): Executive Director, Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution (DRI)

Yoshinobu Fukasawa, Secretary, International Network of Telling Live Lessons from
Disasters (TeLL-Net)

Shiti Maghfira: Kougetsu School Association, Aceh, Indonesia

Nao Sakaguchi: Tohoku University Graduate School Faculty of Arts and Letters
Ibrahim Komoo: Vice President, Global Geoparks Network

Yasuko Nishino: Director, General JICA Kansai Center, Japan International

Cooperation Agency
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7B Y fk X Dkt / Continuation of Telling Live Lessons
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Yoshiaki Kawata: Twenty-five years have passed since the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake; and it will become more difficult to conduct Telling Live Lessons i.e. to preserve
the memories of live experiences of the earthquake and to pass such memories on to other
people and areas. How can we continue it? The storytelling volunteers in DRI have also aged
by 25 years. Some have even passed away. I would like to request that the panelists kindly
share their respective efforts of telling live lessons and give advice as to how we can continue

such activities.
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Yoshinobu Fukasawa: I had a lucky opportunity to serve as Deputy Executive Director of
DRI from 2002 to 2005. In DRI, over 160,000 firsthand materials regarding the 1995
earthquake are preserved, which were collected from a wide variety of sources including
many ordinary citizens from immediately after the earthquake through the long process of
reconstruction. Such firsthand materials often tell about the feelings and sentiments of the
victims and helpers very eloquently. For example, one of the exhibited items is a pair of two
empty plastic bottles, which is accompanied by a short memo, which explains that "On the
day of the earthquake, a friend of mine came to know that there was a serious shortage of
water, and he took the trouble of bringing 2 cases of water bottles by a motorbike all the way
from his place. How can I forget about my big thankfulness to him?" Thanks to the empty
plastic bottles which are actually a piece of garbage, we can well recognize the profound
gratefulness that someone felt even amid the very harsh situation. I left DRI for another
assignment in 2005, but I decided to set up a group of people called TeLL-Net to appeal for
the importance of telling live lessons to in and out of my country. In fact, today, one of the
fellow founding members of TeLL-Net was supposed to be here; however, unexpectedly, he
had to cancel his attendance at the last minute and I am replacing him. He sent a message
that "Passing of the live lessons is the best way to empower communities. It needs to be
consolidated, strengthened, and scaled up to all over the world. Raise voice to the level that
it is heard at global levels."
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Passing of the live lessons is the best way to empower communities.
It needs to be consolidated, strengthened and scaled up all over the world.
Raise voice to the level that it is heard at global levels.
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Shiti Maghfira: Tsunami hit Aceh region on December 26, 2004. More than 200,000 people
died. But, on Simeulue island which is located near offshore of Aceh, only 7 people passed
away. In 1907, this island was washed away by another tsunami. Since that time, people
have been sharing the tsunami story through "tsunami song" ("nandong smong" in Simeulue
language). The children who were born after the tsunami or were 1 year or 2 years old at
that time do not know the tsunami. We need to share our experiences with children. Children
have a kind heart. We can reach their heart through art such as song, picture book, movie,
storytelling, etc. The tsunami song is played in various events. Children in Simeulue island
learn about tsunami by the song. Picture-story show (storytelling with pictures) with colorful
paintings and interesting story can be another good media. Movies can also be effective.
When children watch a movie, they would say "oh this is my area; this is what my
grandmother was saying." Theater play can be another way. Children can play a drama and
experience by themselves how the tsunami happened. Telling live lessons from disaster in
such ways is better for children to learn about the disaster than just sitting in the class and
listening to their teacher's explanation. Do not let them experience what we have been
through.
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Nao Sakaguchi: When the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, I was working as a
journalist in one of the local TV stations. At some point, I questioned to myself if it is enough
to gather and report information only; and decided to shift my career towards researcher.
Based in Otsuchi town, I assisted compilation of the official record of Iwate Prefecture “Proof
of living” (“Ikiru Akashi” in Japanese) (July 2019). Messages of over 100 citizens were
collected and recorded. The students of the Otsuchi Highschool were mobilized to give
interviews to the adults who were struggling as the core workforce of reconstruction.
Participants were 13 students who were in the first and the second grade at the time of the
interview, who were 8 to 9 years old at the time of the earthquake. I observed then that there
was a significant difference been the students whom I worked with and elder ones in terms
of interest in the earthquake and motivation for being engaged in subsequent reconstruction.
The younger students were much less interested and less motivated as opposed to the elder
ones who had been for example voluntarily engaged in fixed-point observation on the
progress of the reconstruction of the town. I thought that such a steep drop of interest should
be prevented; and the local high school students, in particular, should be engaged in

preservation and passing-on of experiences of disaster. I was helped by the students of
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Tohoku University as well. This also meant much in terms of storytelling to those who are
the third party i.e., the university students who did not experience the earthquake. The
interview continued for 3 days; and. I noticed that the high school students became proactive
more and more over the 3 days. The interviews were also a good opportunity for the adults
to reflect upon their times up to then and reaffirm their commitment to where they belong.
I placed importance on the idea that “Proof of living” is the proof of the lives that the Otsuchi
people have lived and the proof of what they will live. Since it was published in July 2019,
not only the Otsuchi citizen have been buying multiple copies, but also many have been
contacted for information from out of town. It is my conviction that memories do not remain
the same over time, but are fostered by experiences and connections with people. Moreover,
considering that those who were in the 60s at the time of the earthquake, who underwent a
drastic socio-economic change during their younger days of 1960s and 70s, were the core key
persons in rebuilding the area, the generations of teenagers and in 20s at the time of the
earthquake may become the key persons in passing on the memories of the earthquake. Such
people may go out for higher education, but the tendency is emerging that many of them
want to come back to their hometown and make a contribution. I suggest that measures for
continuation of storytelling be considered with due attention to what kind of experience
people had and which generation they belong to.
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Ibrahim Komoo: I am a professor of engineering geology. In 1995, I was asked to lead the
Institute for Environment and Development of Malaysia, and I had to rethink about my
work and started thinking about using geological resources without destruction. This is the
beginning of my involvement in geological heritage, later geopark. Geopark started in
Europe in 2000; and globally, in 2004 whereby some geoparks from Europe and some from
China were creating a network. Geopark is actually a natural place for storytelling. But it
has not been used much in that direction. Currently, we have 147 UNESCO global geoparks
all over the world. In Japan, there are 9 UNESCO global geoparks and over 35 national
geoparks. Geopark is about a site or landscape of international geological significance.

Geopark is about the protection and conservation of the site. Many geo-sites have a story to
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tell. The most interesting story to tell is about a disaster, a geological event, and geological
processes. Maybe before human-beings, it was just a geological event, but now it has become
a geological disaster. Within the geopark set-up, an emphasis is given to public education,
particularly to school children. Geopark is also about knowledge-based tourism. This is
where communities are involved. Communities create tourism products and this product is
used for geo-tourism. Many geo-sites are related to disasters. In Japan, I would say two-
thirds of UNESCO global geoparks are about volcanism. Usually, geopark has a museum
and information center. And, there are many information panels. These panels tell stories.
If the panels are only for scientists, those are not valued much. Information panels are not
just about figures but also about the connectivity of the hazard, geological event to the
community. And, many geoparks have art and cultural activities. We have a lot of art, culture,
culinary and craft to tell stories about the place, particularly about a disaster. Finally,
geopark provides many publications not only for scientific purposes but also for children and
tourists and for the people to learn geoparks.
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Yasuko Nishino: JICA Kansai Center conducts human resources development programs

particularly for government officials of developing countries in partnership with Japan's

local governments, research institutions, NGOs, etc. Up until now, the Center has provided

training to more than 3,000 trainees from 121 countries. The trainees learn about the Great

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and listen to the storytelling volunteers in DRI; meet with
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ordinary citizens who underwent the earthquake and learn about the importance of
preserving memories at the time of the disaster, and visit the affected area of the Great East
Japan Earthquake as well. They visit the Ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake
Kesennuma City Memorial Museum where junior high school students are engaged in
storytelling. Many participants of such training programs are convinced that, while one can
learn about disaster experiences through documents and audio-visual materials, it is also
greatly significant to listen to live voices. In the affected area of the 1999 Marmara
Earthquake in Turkey, a facility similar to DRI as a model has been set up and DRR
education has been strengthened. JICA Partnership Program also supports storytelling
activities. In Nepal, an NGO based in Kobe is assisting with DRR education in schools. In
the Philippines, the Hyogo Prefecture Board of Education helps DRR education in
partnership with local communities. In Indonesia, an NPO in Kobe cooperates on
strengthening the DRR capacity of local communities through community radio as the core
tool. JICA's Volunteer Program also offers similar services. In Tonga, for example, a JICA
volunteer is assisting the local communities in passing on the stories of the past disasters
by transforming the episode of "Fire of Rice Sheaves" in Japan per the local context. JICA
also provides support to the High School Students Summit on World Tsunami Awareness
Day. JICA Kansai Center is committed to continuing cooperation in strengthening the DRR
capacity of developing countries through Japan's experience of disasters. I believe that this
eventually contributes to preventing the fading of the memories of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake.
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Yoshiaki Kawata: Various kinds of storytelling initiatives have been shared. How can we
make sure that those continue? When I was 40 years old, I became convinced that Japan
would suffer from large scale urban disasters, and I decided to focus my research on the
urban disaster. In 1995, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake occurred. In 2010, I published
a book "Tsunami Disaster", in which I wrote that 10,000 lives would be lost if a tsunami
attacked the coast of Sanriku. Three months later, the Great East Japan Earthquake
attached there. I am also engaged in the education of elementary school children on disaster
risk reduction. I wrote about the historical story that Goryo Hamaguchi, the leader of one of
the villages of the Wakayama area in the 1980s, devoted his personal assets, and led the
reconstruction of the village after the tsunami that hit the village in 1854. This story has
then been one of the contents of a textbook for the fifth-grade pupils (10-11 years old). I 2016,
the Hamaguchi Award was founded. I believe that it would be further effective to expand
the target of DRR education to even younger children to ensure the continuation of the
efforts of storytelling on disasters. How about calling for storytelling texts from the public,
selecting some good works, and creating a picture book based on the selected works? I believe
that by doing this, the children who read such picture books would not forget that they learn.
Every 5 years, the International Forum on Telling Live Lessons can be held to share wisdom,
knowledge, and lessons. DRI can be the core of managing the initiative. Universities and the
media can be requested to join this. With a view to the evaluation of submitted works and
utilization of the products, some national associations of kinder-gardens and nursery-schools
can also be asked to participate. We will consider whether the pictures of the books should
be created by professionals or the pictures should be collected from the public. The product
may be translated into multiple languages and it can be distributed and utilized globally
through the internet. I have a good prospect that funds can be mobilized from different
sources, following the successful results of the Memorial Conference in Kobe. With this

respect, I would like to seek feedback and advice from the panelists.
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Future Plan of Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters

Recruitment of telling live

1 BYBExrToEsE :
disaster lessons
= Examination of application
2 EEFROESE
works
3 FF= Exhibition
. E Ve D ieAAE Making picture and illustration
of excellent works

5 Z =B8R Multi—lingual translation
6 A 1FRE. pdfEMFE Making picture books and pdf

HRFEE The world sending
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kindergarten

8 BB F—H A 71k Making global archive
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Yasuko Nishino: The idea of picture books is interesting. JICA is also engaged in many
programs that target children. This is not only about the education of young children, but it
1s also about reaching out to neighboring communities as well through children. If this kind
of initiative is materialized, picture books can be made use of well by JICA volunteers who
are engaged in international cooperation on DRR education in various countries, which
contributes to more effective cooperation. The books can also be disseminated globally

through JICA offices which are located in approximately 100 locations around the world.
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Ibrahim Komoo: I have visited many places in the world. I consider Japan is the best in
terms of the visibility of disaster risk reduction. Japan has many sites that keep memories
of disasters. The visitors are very keen to learn. The idea of a picture book is a very good
suggestion. This can collaborate with UNESCO's global geo-park. UNESCO global geo-park
has a committee on disaster risk reduction, which is headed by Dr. Mahito Watanabe from
Japan. UNESCO global geo-park has 149 global geo-parks in 41 countries. We can easily
have many countries supporting this picture book initiative globally. I hope that the

collaboration is discussed and realized.
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Nao Sakaguchi: I propose that the selection of successful works be done by the students of
junior high schools and high schools. Through such engagement, the students can be
somehow sensitized on the issues of disaster risk reduction; and thus, they may begin to
think about their future more clearly. I learned that whatever is experienced during the
period of youth influences one's future significantly. The reviewers do not necessarily have
to be adults. The youth are very sensitive and they may well be able to perceive things more
sharply. Such engagement may lead the youth to realize something further. It may be an

1dea to make the set-up of reviewers somewhat aggressive.
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Shiti Maghfira: There remain many stories about disasters such as the Tohoku earthquake,
Kobe earthquake, and also Aceh tsunami. Those stories are not only pictures or writings,
but also oral stories like small talks or narration of the people who experienced the tsunami.
A picture book can tell many stories of valuable experiences of disasters. We can also put
some photos which are connected with the stories. Telling a story by pictures can make
children understand it well. Children can get a good understanding of colorful pictures.
Picture books are suited for archiving disaster stories, similar to movies and photos. We can
share natural disaster stories with many kinds of archive media. And for children, the
picture books are the best way.
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Yoshinobu Fukasawa: I understand that the picture book initiative begins in Japan; but I
suggest that in the future, applications can be collected from other countries as well. The
same initiative may begin also in other countries. The initiative should begin as something
which will easily evolve as an international one. As for the future of TeLL-Net, I hope that
forums similar to today's forum will be held in many other countries. I believe that the
direction in which TeLL-Net evolves in such a way is much in the same line with the

direction in which the picture book initiative develops globally.
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Yoshiaki Kawata: We have continued TeLL-Net up to now, and this must continue. To
promote the momentum, I plan to present a progress report hopefully on 17 January 2021;
commence the implementation of the initiative in 2023, and hold the next round of TeLL-
Net Forum in 2025 whereby the first picture book will be launched. I trust that the
discussion of this forum will flow with consideration in mind as to how one can link the
storytelling to the future. The picture book is not a goal but an opportunity for progress.
Without culture, we cannot pass on the memories of disasters. Dissemination of information
only is not enough; it must become the culture. With this respect, various media like
literature, music, and paintings help. We must continue storytelling by exploring the
possibility of such media. I request for strong support of today's audience in this hall.
Without such support, the movement cannot expand. Fading of disaster memories cannot
be avoided. One cannot resist the fading, but should still make an effort to learn new lessons
and make those as your memories. TeLL-Net is hoping to help such efforts. Given the time
shortage, my proposal of today was intentionally concrete. I am convinced that we will

succeed. Not only as Executive Director of DRI but also as an individual, I am committed.
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On 25 January 2020, from 09:45 to 18:00, in Kobe Machizukuri Center, under the overall
coordination by Mr. Shingo Nagamatsu, General Managing Chair, Professor, Faculty of
Social Safety Science, Kansai University, the Breakout Sessions listed below were held. In
each session, the Session Chair and Co-Chair facilitated professional discussion on the
following subjects respectively along with some 3 panelists invited from different countries
/ areas. The sessions were also joined by some 40 experts / professionals (panelists of other
sessions, participants of the Poster Session (see below), other guest participants and

observers, who were invited to actively contribute to the discussions from the floor.

DREA BOME LI o —TT AOKE] (9K 45 /3~12 K, 2 5 —/1) / Session A: Role
of Museums in Telling Live Lessons (9:45 — 12:00, 2nd-floor hall)
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Angle of discussion: Museums related to disasters exist all over the world. There are various
kinds of museums, such as those specializing in disasters, those that are part of the museum
in the form of permanent exhibitions or temporary planned exhibitions, or those that can be
called field museums. This session invites representatives of museums that are developing

"narration" activities both in Japan and abroad, clarifies the roles, similarities, differences,
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and challenges that "narration" has played in these museums and neighboring communities,
shares solutions to overcome these challenges, and considers the relationship between better

"narration" and sustainable operation of the museums.

Panelists:

- Yuichi Ono (Session Chair): Professor, International Research Institute of Disaster
Science, Tohoku University

- Marlene Murray (Session Co-chair): Director, Pacific Tsunami Museum

- Makoto Sakamoto: Deputy Executive Disaster, Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution (DRI)

- Hiroshi Sato: Director, Museum of the Mount Bandai Eruption

- Porntham Thamwimol: Senior Professional Landscape Architect, Fine Arts Department,
Ministry of Culture

- Ratchaneekorn Thongthip: Director, International Tsunami Museum, Institute for
Education and Culture, NPO
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Yuichi Ono: The panelists i.e. the representatives of disaster-related museums from around
the world are requested to share the current situations and issues regarding storytelling
and the role of museums, discuss sustainablestorytelling and the role of museums, explore

solutions to these issues, and consider the relationship between the two.
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Marlene Murray: How the Pacific Tsunami Museum Keeps Tsunami Memories Alive

Located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, Hawaii is especially vulnerable to earthquakes and tsunamis.
It is critical to share the stories of what happened in the past and the important lessons learned. The
mission of the museum is to promote education and awareness to prevent future tragedies. The museum
was established in 1994 and is currently housed in a donated former bank building in Downtown Hilo. It
has a collection of over 5,000 tsunami images and over 500 tsunami interviews, as well as many artifacts
and historical records. The exhibits feature powerful images and compelling videos and include the
history of Hilo and how tsunamis shaped its development, the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, the 2011 Great
Eastern Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, the Science of Tsunamis, and a Safety Exhibit. Throughout the
museum, there are countless tsunami stories, some of them are amazing rescues, while others tell the stories
of tragic loss. The museum hosts groups of all ages, ranging from elementary schools through the
university level. The museum also presents lectures by tsunami experts, emergency preparedness
personnel, and survivors. The museum also makes presentations at schools, participating in disaster
preparedness fairs, and ocean events. As 60 years have passed since the last major tsunami, people’s
memories of tsunami disasters have faded, and a false sense of security exists where people believe that
they are safe from tsunamis. This raises the risk people are exposed to. The Pacific Tsunami Museum

provides a critical service to the community by raising public awareness and promoting tsunami education.
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Masato Sakamoto: On Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution

Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI) consists of two buildings, the
east building, and the west building, and the west building itself is a memorial monument.
The mission is to convey the lessons of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and prepare
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for future disasters. In the 1.17 theater, there is a reproduction of the earthquake, a diorama
of the devastated city, a drama of the reconstruction, an exhibition of materials about the
earthquake (stopped clocks, burnt shopping street signs, notes of the victims, etc.), a place
where storytellers talk about their experiences, and a corner where they can learn the
1mportance of earthquake resistance while watching a model. In the east building, you can
see images of the reconstruction process of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami,
a comparison of Hanshin and East Japan, and exhibits of wind, flood, and tsunami. There is
a corner where you can experience the importance of escaping from a tsunami. 80% of
visitors come from outside the prefecture, and there are also many from overseas. Volunteers,
including guides, storytellers, and interpreters, play a major role in the management of the
facility. The storytellers are getting older little by little. Many of the documents collected
were from citizens. It is also engaged in training young researchers, disaster response
training for employees of local governments throughout the country, and support for on-site

disaster response surveys.
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Hiroshi Sato: Bandai volcano eruption and passing down

The beautiful Lake Hibara and Lake Inawashiro near Mt. Bandai were both formed by an
eruption of "rock avalanche". The last avalanche in Japan occurred on Mt. Bandai 132 years
ago, so those who experienced it firsthand no longer exist, and eruptions occurred suddenly,
so it was difficult to pass down the lessons of disasters. The 477 people who lived there at
the time of the eruption are still buried 100 meters underground at the site of the avalanche,
and a memorial service is held every year to pass on their stories. I was recommended as
director of the museum after my uncle built it in 1988 to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the eruption of the volcano. We are engaged in outreach activities, looking for
various disaster materials, and disaster geo-tours. In particular, disaster prevention classes
have been held for 20 years at local junior high schools, and teaching materials are updated
every year. In 2002, I was asked to teach field classes by a science teacher, which was well
received and developed into the Geopark concept. People in the community were also
watching the outreach activities regularly, and they began to cooperate with me because
they felt that the local people had to take the lead in communicating with the public.

Museums also serve as a bridge between experts and citizens.
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Porntham Thamwimol: Ban Namkem Memorial and Museum at Ban Nam Khem Village,
Takua Pa District, Phang Nga Province, Thailand

Ban Namkem Memorial and Museum will be established by the government at the end of
this year. I was a victim myself, and I listened to the opinions of the locals and used them as
feedback to design a design suitable for the village. The fishing village was hit by the Indian
Ocean Tsunami on December 26, 2004, and ships and artifacts were washed up about a
kilometer inland. The two fishing boats will be moved to the planned construction site to be
preserved and used as the main outdoor museum. The observatory tower with a view of the
sea 1s designed as a symbol of the village, with the names of 2,000 dead people inscribed on
the tiles, a memorial monument, and ceremonies. There is also a circular terrace. Indoor
meetings will be held in the conference room, where explanations will be given to visitors
and meetings will be held. It also plans to build a commercial center nearby to help the
village's people find jobs and rebuild. The museum will place importance on the relationship
with the community, provide a place to hear about the disaster experience, and support the
reconstruction. I want to educate the next generation to protect their communities and

communicate what they should do.
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Ratchaneekorn Thongthip: International Tsunami Museum, Khaolak, Thailand

Thai International Tsunami Museum is operated as an NPO. When the Indian Ocean
Tsunami struck, many people were killed because of a lack of knowledge, even though it took
about an hour before the tsunami came. Reflecting on this, the purpose of the museum is to
help local children by raising their knowledge and awareness, and it is operated with
donations from citizens and visitors. The museum has been open every day for 14 years.
They do not charge admission, but if it is good for the kids, it is our reward. There also are
lectures by university students, animations, videos, tsunami stories, survivors, and an
exhibition of warning systems. They want visitors to come first to know where to evacuate.
The museum also supports children with cooking classes, art classes, Thai music, dancing,
and tsunami education classes. In 2019, I also organized a Geopark tour and performed
storytelling. Moreover, I place importance on the network between Japan and other

countries, and the support from Japan and other countries is particularly necessary.
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Summary: It was confirmed that the presence of the museum plays an important role in
continuing the activities of storytelling. In passing on the memory of a disaster, there may
be no other effective way than to listen to the people who have directly experienced the
disaster. However, the number of people who have directly experienced disasters decreases
year by year. This is the problem that needs to be addressed. While various efforts are being
made, it was shared that not only the electronic archiving of images and audio-visual
materials, but also the creation of picture books, music, dances, movies, and ceremonies, in
other words, the sublimation of the disaster experience into a form of culture and the
preservation of it will lead to permanent succession. In particular, it was learned that
outreach activities in Fukushima, in which children who will lead the next generation and
the local people talk together about past disasters that even the local people do not remember,

may lead to passing down memories of disasters from generation to generation.
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Tourism: a Tool for Telling Live Lessons (9:45 — 12:00, 3rd-floor multi-purpose room)
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Angle of discussion: Tourism helps the community sustain the memories of disaster and pass
on live lessons. Vice versa, the memories, and experiences of disaster and reconstruction
thereafter constitute an important part of local resources for tourism that contribute to the
development of local economies. In Taiwan and Indonesia, such tourism is even associated
with ecological conservation and arts. In a particular type of tourism characteristic with
locally organized programs which leverage indigenous resources and contacts with residents,
telling live lessons plays a pivotal role in linking pre- and post-devastation, residents and
visitors, and areas with disaster experiences and those without. This session aims at
examining the significance of tourism as a forum for learning from and connecting with areas

hit by disasters.

Panelists:

- Naoto Tanaka (Session Chair): Associate Professor, Kumamoto Innovative Development
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Organization, Kumamoto University
- Tkaputra (Session Co-chair): Professor, University of Gadjah Mada
- Satoru Kusano: Adviser, Sanriku Railway
- Mariko Yamazaki: 3.11 Densho Road Promotion Organization

- Kazuo Matsumoto: Governor's Office, Kumamoto Prefecture
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Naoto Tanaka: This session will discuss not only the disasters and the rebuilding of the
stricken area from natural disasters but also community development and tourism in the
future. The theme of this session is the following three “links”. (1) Linking between pre and
post devastation, or between ordinary life and unordinary life. After the disaster, we are apt
to think about recovery from disaster and our life in the future. We need to remember the
ordinary life before the disaster. (2) Linking between residents and visitors. In tourism, we
tend to focus on the advantage of visitors. Both residents and visitors must benefit from
tourism. (3) Linking between areas with disaster experiences and those without. 25 years
have passed since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Today, the children who did not
experience the earthquake tell live lessons from it. While we have always been facing the
challenge of fading, it is important to link from the areas with disaster experiences such as
the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the Chuetsu earthquake to those without such
experiences. As a case study, Indonesia, the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Chuetsu

earthquake, the Kumamoto earthquakes will be discussed.
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Ikaputra: Tourism Post Disaster: Remembering “The Dark” of Destination —The Case of
Mount. Merapi Eruption 2010

I report on the initiative of telling live lessons in the area devastated by the eruption of Mt.
Merapi in Indonesia. Let me first introduce the following theoretical framework of “triple-A”
in dark tourism. The first A is Attraction; the second A is Access; the third A is Amenity.
Amenity is related to a question of what should be there. In the mountainous area which was
attacked by the eruption of Mt. Merapi, there is no public transportation system
(Accessibility). Although there are a lot of attractive resources (Attraction), accessibility is
lacking. A few years after the disaster, a museum about the disaster was built (Amenity).
Just after the disaster, the residents would talk only about what had happened. Later, as the
social, cultural, and economic conditions improved, the residents could begin talking about
their stories, such as the experiences and lessons from the disaster to visitors in the place
where their former village was located but swept away because of the eruption. It became
possible to display various information about the disaster as well. We are now discussing how

a similar initiative can be applied in other communities.
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Satoru Kusano: Economic Ripple Effect on the Area by Sanriku Railway

The slogan of Sanriku Railway is “Connecting smiles...always”. When it was founded 36
years ago, the number of passengers was 2.65 million annually. But, after the disaster, it
decreased to 60,000 in 2011, and today 600,000 per year. In 2019, the former JR Yamada line
was transferred to our company, and the separated lines prior to the transfer got connected
all the way through. We now target 1 million passengers per year. We also suffered much due
to the earthquake and tsunami. Our operating railway kilometer is 163 kilometers, which is
the longest in Japan as a joint public-private company. In 2019, we commemorated our 32nd
anniversary with the total of 50 million passengers altogether. However, we again suffered a
lot from Typhoon No.10 in 2016 and Typhoon No.19 in 2019. Even if the company does not
suffer from disasters, if the municipalities i.e. our stakeholders get damaged, the company
suffers anyway. Sanriku Railway and the area in which the company operates are part of a
common destiny. In 2015, according to an economic analysis, our company brings
immeasurable profit to the area in such a way that a passenger pays 20 times as the price of
the ticket. This is appreciated by the local economic community. Our management policy is
“To place importance on the site, the reality and the situation”, “To pass on the experiences
and lessons of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami”, “To contribute to
strengthening the liveliness of the local socio-economy” and “To contribute to augmenting the
publicity of Sanriku area”. We encourage our employees to guide visitors to disaster sites and
share his / her experiences and lessons. Even our train drivers are mobilized. We call such
initiative “Front Line Study”. We also organize “Earthquake and Tsunami Study Train”
whereby our employees and the local people along the railway are mobilized and they explain
to train passengers about the disasters and reconstruction in the train cars. As a part of our
publicity strategy, we publish booklets to highlight local restaurants, launch attractive
Initiatives one after another to make the local communities happier and livelier, etc. In
promoting the reconstruction, it is greatly effective to bring in many people from outside. We
need to inform the negative points as well. There are 13 municipalities along the railway line.

“Earthquake tourism” cannot work unless those municipalities collaborate.
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Mariko Yamazaki: Three “Connectings”

Until 2 years ago, I had worked in the Chuetsu Memorial Corridor which serves as a facility
of storytelling on the Chuetsu Earthquake. The Corridor consists of 4 facilities and 3 parks,
the concept of which is to provide an overview of the Chuetsu area and the earthquake
through having visitors visit all those 7 sites. When the Kumamoto Earthquake occurred in
2015, the Chuetsu area and the Kumamoto area had the Corridor initiative in common and
we could cross-learn from each other then. Presently, I work in 3.11 Densho (.e. storytelling)
Road Promotion Organization in Sendai City. In the areas affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake (2011), there are not only many disaster-remains, but also stone monuments of
the Meiji Sanriku Great Earthquake and Tsunami (1896) and the Showa Sanriku Great
Earthquake and Tsunami (1933). Many facilities for storytelling about the 2011 earthquake
have also been developed. Many civil society groups also undertake the activities of passing
on their experiences and lessons. However, horizontal collaboration has been lacking across
such initiatives. In order to ensure the promotion of storytelling activities in a united way,
the Earthquake Storytelling Network Promotion Committee has been set up with the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport as the secretariat along with all the
prefectures and the Sendai City as the members, and the following policy has been identified:
(1) administration of “3.11 storytelling road” as a network; (2) creation and development of
the base of disaster risk reduction programs; and (3) revitalization of the local economy
towards reconstruction. It is in this context that 3.11 Densho (.e. storytelling) Road
Promotion Organization has been founded. We aim at supporting primarily various
storytelling facilities and promoting the local economy through conducting various non-profit
and profitable initiatives as well as receiving support from various stake-holders and
supporters. Currently, as many as 192 disaster remains, facilities, stone monuments, etc. are
enrolled in the network; and over 200 facilities are being targeted soon. The organization has
just been founded since August 2019. Presently, it is engaged in creating and distributing the
storytelling facility map, supporting site visits, assisting various disaster risk reduction

symposia, etc. Our motto is “lessons save lives”.
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Kazuo Matsumoto: Conveying the memories of the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake to future

generations

The Kumamoto earthquake generated shaking of the seismic intensity of 7 on the Japanese
scale twice in 28 hours in April 2016. Following the earthquake, Kumamoto Prefecture is
engaged in various initiatives of passing down the memories of the Kumamoto Earthquake
to the next generations and simultaneously contributing to the revitalization of the local
communities. The leading one is the Kumamoto Earthquake Museum Initiative i.e. “corridor-
style” field museum in which one may travel along a route that allows one to see reminders
of the earthquake and visit centers where you can learn about the earthquakes. The core of
the reminders is the school buildings of the Aso campus of Tokai University which were
damaged in Minami-Aso Village. There is a fault line underneath the school building. We
plan to preserve those buildings and the fault line in an integrated way. A facility for
experiencing and exhibition is planned to be developed in the university compound. It is
planned to begin operation in the spring of 2020. We place importance on storytelling
activities with the cooperation of 135 storytellers such as children, officials of prefecture and
municipalities, doctors. Their storytelling is recorded audio-visually; and can be seen on video
monitors. Such audio-visual records will also be archived in another important initiative i.e.
Digital Archive. Moreover, a study tour by bus i.e. monitor tour is being organized to visit
various sites which were damaged by the earthquake. The tour is designed to help visitors
visit not only the earthquake reminders but also some touristic sites; and thus, it enjoys a
good reputation by providing an overview of the earthquake-affected area positively. The tour
has so far served 370 visitors. The number of school excursions visiting the Aso area has also
dropped drastically. To have the visitors back, the Prefecture has been developing an
educational program in collaboration with the municipalities within the Prefecture, whereby
Aso Volcano Museum and fault lines are visited and storytellers are listened to.
Reconstruction of some core facilities such as the damaged Kumamoto castle is greatly
important. The Prefecture plans to develop some commercial tourism products in
collaboration with public companies that guide disaster remains and related facilities as the

corridor-type museum.
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Summary: Visitors are sometimes moved by something that the locals think is nothing special.
When the locals see this, then they revalue that their hometown is indeed a nice place to live.
While the locals often say that there is nothing attractive in this area, they may be reminded
of a wide diversity in terms of a sense of value. By linking the local stakeholders, social capital,
and networks, the meaning of visiting a place may change and different attractiveness may
emerge. Local residents are important; and those who link the residents and those who are
linked are also important. By archiving the linkages of local resources and residents, it is
important to pass down the memories of the experience of disasters to the next generations
and link them to the attractive tourism through the process of revitalization from disaster-
hit areas to ordinary daily community life.

HBEC  FEYE Lo —HNaIa=FT 4 (13H~158 154y, 2 fd—/L) / Session C:
Telling Live Lessons and Local Community (13:00 — 15:15, 2nd floor hall)
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Angle of discussion: Local community is the main resource for producing, supporting, and
connecting the activities of preserving, and passing on the live lessons from disaster
experience over generations. Such activities generate a new network, and it expands its
activities to community revitalization, city planning, community disaster management, and
education. This session discusses how the community creates the activities of telling live
lessons, how the community supports such activities, and what was the effect brought to the
community, through sharing and comparing some cases with different lengths of time
elapsed: 5 years, 15 years, and 95 years. (Session Chair: Ms. Mayumi Sakamoto, Associate

Professor, Graduate School of Disaster Resilience and Governance, University of Hyogo)

Panelist:

- Mayumi Sakamoto (Session Chair): Associate Professor, Graduate School of Disaster
Resilience and Governance, University of Hyogo

- Giiliim Tanircan (Session Co-chair): Associate Professor, Bogazici University

- Faustito A. Aure: Professor, Eastern Visayas State University

- Takayo Matsui: Director, Toyooka Association for Historical Townscape Conservation

- Ken Matsui: Director, Reconstruction and Interaction House Mondragon

- Katsutoshi Yamazumi: Chief, Earthquake Disaster Experience Learning Lab., Futaba
Gakusha

- Chong Khai Lin: Research Fellow, Disaster Management Institute, School of Technology

Management & Logistics, UUM College of Business, Universiti Utara Malaysia
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Mayumi Sakamoto: A local community plays important roles in creating, supporting, and

connecting disaster storytelling. The activities of preserving and transferring disaster
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memories create new networks and bring opportunities to develop disaster-resilient
communities. In this session, we discuss disaster storytelling and community from the
following points. First, we focus on how the transition of time affects disaster storytelling.
We compare the characteristics of disaster storytelling in different times since disasters
occurred: 95 years (1925 Great Hokutan Earthquake, Japan), 25 years (1995 Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake, Japan), 21 years (1999 Marmara Earthquake, Turkey), and 5 years (2013
Super Typhoon Haiyan (local name Yolanda), Philippines; 2014 Hiroshima landslide, Japan;
2014 Malaysia Flood, Malaysia). Second, the interaction between the storytelling and the
local community, and the effect of storytelling on the community. Third, how storytelling

contributes to regional reconstruction and disaster prevention.
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Gulum Tanircan: Towards Earthquake Resilient Communities: Dissemination Activities in
Turkey in Cooperation with Japan

I report on disaster storytelling activities and disaster education programs developed in
Turkey. Disaster education program was not formally integrated into school education until
the 1999 Marmara Earthquakes. The experience of the disaster became a turning point.
After the earthquake, the Earthquake Education Park was opened in Kandilli Observatory
and Earthquake Research Institute, Bogazi¢ci University, Turkey, as the first disaster
education facility for the community. Now in Turkey, new disaster education programs on
earthquakes and tsunamis have been started in collaboration with the Japanese government.
Dissemination of booklets in local communities, application of audio-visual training
materials for children such as anime and comics, media seminars discussing the role of

media, press meeting for Tsunami Awareness Day, etc. are being initiated.
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Faustito Aure: Echoes from the Beaten Pathways of Haiyan (Yolanda)

I will be highlighting the stories of 6 survivors of Super Typhoon Yolanda which heavily
destructed Tacloban City, Province of Leyte, the Philippines in 2013. They represent
different places and sectors of the community, but each one has its own powerful messages.
They talk about stories of survivors, recovery, and hope, which should bring fresh insights,
learning, and education. The excerpts of the stories are: do not lose your humanity despite
being a typhoon victim; let hope prevail and share your story so others may know and learn;
listen to the wisdom and advice from old people; we need to evacuate immediately if there is
an incoming typhoon; resourcefulness during calamities for survival; if one door closes, one
window of opportunity opens; to be a survivor is to have a moral responsibility to tell the
world. With regard to disaster risk reduction for city plans, grass-roots participation should
be encouraged. If we do not talk about the calamity, it is as if it did not happen, we will never

learn. As long as people are willing to listen, we will go and share our stories.
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Takayo Matsui: Toyooka and Kinosaki; towns that have recovered from Hokutan earthquake

I trace the 95-year storytelling history of Kinosaki Town and Toyooka Town (now Toyooka
City), Hyogo Prefecture, Japan. Both cities were heavily damaged by the tremor and fire
occurred after the 1925 Great Hokutan Earthquake. It is interesting to see the two towns
adopted different disaster recovery policies. Toyooka Town adopted a policy to reconstruct
buildings with reinforced concrete to make buildings fire-resilient following the national and
prefectural government guidance. In Kinosaki Town, a town well-known for its spa-resort,
the residents adopted a policy to rebuild traditional wooden construction buildings to
preserve their historical townscape, at the same time, making the entire city disaster-
resilient by widening the river or building reinforced concrete buildings as a fire-wall.
Kinosaki Town still maintains its recovery and historical townscape until now which attracts
tourists. Every year on the day of the earthquake (May 23rd), in Kinosaki Town several
events to commemorate and remember the earthquake take place. Schools offer special
disaster education programs about the 1925 earthquake. The local fire station and the
community fire brigades conduct a joint fire drill, and at the time of the earthquake
occurrence, they offer up prayers for the victims with the sound of a siren at the memorial
tower. In the “Tai” community, the residents continue to go up to the shrine of “Ujigami
(Local Deity)” and do “Osendo-Mairi (One thousand times’ worship)” in which they give
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prayers for not starting fires.
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Ken Matsui: August 20, 2014 —The Mountain Where Dragons Live

I would like to report on the activities in Bairin School District, Asa Minami Ward,
Hiroshima City, which suffered from the 2014 Hiroshima Landslide Disaster. 69 people died
there. Five years have passed since the disaster. Hiroshima Prefectural and Municipal
government organized a commemoration ceremony three years after the disaster, but on the
fourth-year commemoration day, the ceremony was handed over to the local community.
After one year and ten months of the disaster, community people organized a “Recovery Town
Planning Committee” supported by the municipal government. Two months before this,
“Reconstruction and Interaction House Mondragon” was opened by community residents in
April 2016. One-third of residents left the area because they had to provide their lands for
public works such as road construction or erosion control dam construction in the recovery
process. Children may have opportunities to restore human relations through school
activities, however, it is difficult for elderly persons to adopt new circumstances. Hoping to
make the facility a venue where elderly persons pop in and meet friends and become happier,
we decided to provide some light meal at a cheap price that even a pensioner can afford
easily i.e. a local soul food of Hiroshima. “Mondragon” was started to support the
psychological recovery of community residents by sharing information and moment.
However, little by little it became known as a facility for tourists who want to learn about
the landslide disaster. Up to now, 14,488 people have visited Mondragon. This provided an
idea to establish a disaster museum as a part of recovery town planning. Now, community

people are planning to open a new landslide disaster museum in 2022.
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Katsutoshi Yamazumi: Reviving the Memories of the Local Community through Earthquake

Disaster Experiential Learning

The Futaba Gakusha is a community facility established in 2010, in one of the severest hit
areas of the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. It was created by renovating the Futaba
Elementary School (closed in 2008) through the efforts of the residents. The building was
used as an evacuation shelter where more than 1,000 disaster victims evacuated after the
earthquake. The building is managed and operated by Futaba, an incorporated nonprofit
organization that was established by local community organizations. The Futaba Gakusha
is initiating the earthquake disaster experiential learning programs. The programs have
been developed based on the memories of the local community related to the earthquake.
The program consists of evacuation shelter experiential activities using cardboard and
kataribe (Japanese storytelling) activities of disaster experiences. For the evacuation shelter
experiential activity, participants engage in activities to create evacuation spaces using
cardboard, imaging how difficult life must have been at that time through physical
experience, and the instructor-practitioner shares stories about actual events that have
occurred. Through these activities, Futaba Gakusha connects the memories of the

”»

earthquake from the past with the “present day” This means earthquake disaster
experiential learning programs function to conjure up a diverse array of local community

memories through oral storytelling and physical experience.
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Chong Khai Lin: The Development of “BENCANA” Board Game as a Disaster Education
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Tool in Primary Schools

The floods that hit the states on the eastern coast of Malaysia in December 2014 was one of
the worst in the nation’s history. Considering the extent of the damage, it was evident that
efforts should be focused on building the resilience of the communities living in flood-prone
areas. After the flood, I visited schools in the affected area for my research and met teachers.
I found that teachers themselves were overwhelmed and could not think about children. This
was serious. Children are our future and asset. Children should also be trained in school on
disaster preparedness. If children learn in school, they can transfer their new knowledge to
their parents. We decided to develop a new disaster education programs in collaboration
with researchers, the local community, and schools. This study aims to know how the use of
disaster education tools in primary schools may benefit the overall community preparedness.
A board game named BENCANA was newly developed. Two focus groups conducted classes
in two primary schools for comparison: one school located in a disaster-prone area another
located in a relatively safe area. Through the data gathered in these sessions, we will
improve the game to make it adaptable in primary schools throughout Malaysia. We are also
working with Kansai University of International Studies and considering developing a DRR
expert system in Malaysia as the next step. Malaysia has been a relatively low-risk country
in terms of natural disasters. However, while climate change is being worried about, we now

need to be careful.
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Summary: Followings are findings through the discussion. First, the importance of the
storytelling formulation process in each community. The storytelling first starts within the
community to reduce the psychological harm from disaster by sharing common experiences.
Then, the disaster stories are told to outsiders who want to learn about disasters. Several
storytelling activities changed their organizers or purposes as time passes by. For example,
there is an event that started as a commemoration ceremony for disaster victims, changed
to a public event to raise disaster awareness. There are different processes and stories in
each community, and it is important to learn from each recovery experience. Second, the
relationship between the disaster-stricken community and the outside community which has
experienced a disaster. Storytelling is considered to be “one way,” from the disaster-affected
community to the outside, but in most cases, the communicating process with other disaster-
affected community which tries to transfer their experience encouraged the disaster-affected
community to start storytelling. This means the disaster storytelling starts through mutual
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communication between disaster-affected communities.
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and Telling Live Lessons (13:00 — 15:15, 3rd-floor multi-purpose room)
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Angle of discussion: Mt. Rokko, located near the epicenter of the Great Hanshin Awaji
Earthquake, grew higher through the earthquakes which occurred repeatedly. The
numerous historically accumulated traces of earthquakes such as the Great Hanshin Awaji
Earthquake that had been left behind there were already familiar to scientists, but remained
unknown to local residents. The faults of Mt. Rokko provided abundant spring water, but
this fortune was not shared with the local community. Geoparks promoted by UNESCO
through one of its science programs are activities for local communities to understand the
dynamism of geological transformation of the earth, conserve its traces and utilize them to
develop sustainable societies through education and tourism. These activities include

education for disaster risk reduction. This session intends to discuss from broader points of
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view how to interpret the geological significance of sites and landscapes, and how to
communicate it to local communities.

Panelist:

- Kazuyuki Nakagawa (Session Chair): Commentator, Jiji Press Ltd.; Inspection and
operations subcommittee, Japan Geopark Committee

- Ibrahim Komoo (Session Co-chair): Vice President, Global Geoparks Network

- Nancy Aguda: National Institute of Geological Sciences, University of the Philippines

- Kana Nishitani: Izu Oshima Geopark Promotion Committee, Global Nature Club

- Takahiro Shibata: Cultural Properties Second Division, Agency for Cultural Affairs;

Inspection and Operations Subcommittee, Japan Geopark Committee
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Kazuyuki Nakagawa: Geoparks, one of UNESCO's science programs, aim to contribute to
sustainable local development through a better understanding of the dynamics of the Earth.
Geoparks utilize geological heritage for education and tourism to create a sustainable
society. Disaster prevention education is also one of their important missions. A bottom-up
approach is a key element, without which it is not possible to be designated as a Geopark. I
suggest discussing the following points from broad points of view: How Geoparks can tell
live lessons; how to tell about the blessings and hazards of the Earth; how and who can tell
stories on behalf of the Earth; how to share the experience of Geoparks with and apply it to
our society; and the role of geoparks in society.
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Ibrahim Komoo: Kundasang Landslides Complex—From Knowledge to Society

I would like to share an example from a Malaysian National Geopark, in which the spread
of Geopark activities helped advance the understanding of local residents in the areas
affected by landslide disasters at the foot of Mount Kinabalu (World Heritage Site). In this
area, the ground has long been unstable, and uplifting, sinking, and shifting of the earth
were ordinary occurrences. However, without an understanding of the reason for this
instability, the local residents’ response was limited to partial restoration and repairs.
Specialists investigated and discovered that all the places were unstable, found the
locations of the cracks in the earth, and finally created a map of those locations. Incidents
like the destruction of school facilities and a luxurious hotel in a landslide increased the
region’s sense of danger. With an increased understanding of the situation, authorities and
residents alike are now more equipped to respond with preventive measures and action to
protect lives and property. It can be said that through Geopark activities, scientific

information provided from the field helped steer the region in a good direction.
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Nancy Aguda: Bohol Island Geopark: 2013 M7.2 Earthquake and Community’s Rise from

Disaster

The example from Bohol Island Geopark shows how well new Geopark activities can be
utilized in recovery from a disaster. In the morning of October 15, 2013, a magnitude 7.2
earthquake struck Bohol Island. 200 people lost their lives, and many suffered damages to
their homes. On top of this, the area isolated by the earthquake was then hit by a typhoon,
resulting in even bigger damages. The provincial government and town authorities created
a restoration plan; the areas that were not damaged sent aid to the damaged areas; and
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they quickly recovered over about five years. Due to the earthquake, research and projects
toward Geopark designation were halted for a while and the application was delayed. One
year after the disaster, efforts were continued in cooperation with the government of Bohol.
The benefits of a Geopark’s economic effects on the community were explained, and as a
result, most of the local governments participated. A landslide occurred in what is known
as the Chocolate Hills (due to the brown color when plants wither in summer), exposing a
fault and revealing a white color for the first time; this has become a symbol of the Geopark.
Tourism also became a means of living for the local people. To victims of the disaster, this

served as an opportunity to recognize that nature tells the history and story of the island.
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Kana Nishitani: Things to think about as a guide for a geopark

I have been a professional nature guide since before Geopark activities began in Japan, and
I would like to report on a specific example from the volcanic island Izu Oshima from the
standpoint of a nature guide. A lot of disasters occur in Izu Oshima, including in the last
100 years volcanic eruptions, earthquake-induced tsunamis, deadly landslides caused by
typhoons, and large fires from strong sea winds. I moved to the island one year after the
previous volcanic eruption. Because drainage was good and there was an erosion control
dam, the stories of past landslides were not passed down, and I was surprised when struck
by a landslide disaster six years ago. Over eleven years of guiding, I had been saying,
“Without the volcano’s eruptions, the island would be worn away by the waves and
eventually disappear. We are living on ground created by those eruptions.” However, after
experiencing the landslide, I came to understand that behind those words is a lot of pain
and sadness as well, and for a while it became difficult to say such. As a result of the disaster
my work also decreased, so while examining the condition of the mountain, I shared
information on my personal blog and participated in half-day volunteer work shoveling mud.
On the 17th day after the disaster, I guided my first visitor, who told me, “Nature is
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constantly changing. Oshima is a place where we can feel that, and it needs to be taught.”
I was moved by these words. One month later, the Geopark held a seminar for local residents.
The town was unable to hold an explanatory meeting, so residents were uneasy. Some
doubted that roads were the cause of the collapse, but the truth is that the cause of the
collapse was the very geological formations that were supposed to collapse. I came to realize
that providing a scientific explanation is very important. A Geopark can be enjoyed by
anyone. If asked what lesson we are telling, the answer is: The Earth (the volcano) is alive!
The lifestyles of the people and even the disasters are all connected to the Earth. Even more
so than passing down lessons, we are sharing the experiences and the scenery right in front

of our eyes.
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Tadahiro Shibata: Conservation use of natural monuments and earthquake faults

I work for Japan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs. Prior to that, I worked for Muroto UNESCO
Global Geopark. I would like to speak about the state of the Futagawa faults which is the
cause of the Kumamoto earthquake. Based on my experience in Muroto, I believe that the
bottom-up approach of Geoparks is essential because locals are playing a key role in the
leading edge. The understanding of geological faults is essential when thinking about
Japanese culture and history; and the Agency for Cultural Affairs is in charge of the
preservation and application of that geological heritage. In the Futagawa fault zone, during
the Kumamoto earthquakes of April 2016, a fault appeared above ground over the length of
31 kilometers. In Mashiki town in Kumamoto prefecture, near Aso UNESCO Global
Geopark, three typical locations were designated as natural monuments. One of these is a
two-meter slip in a fault line that appeared in a wheat field, which I showed in the video.
The young farmer in the video who manages that land had learned about the Futagawa
faults from his science teacher in elementary school. Therefore, he knew of the possibility
of an earthquake and was not afraid. This is also a place where water springs up along the
fault. In order to have children appreciate the correct meaning of such springs, a summer

school for children was held with the cooperation of the academic societies of seismology,
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volcanology, and geology. Participants learned about earthquakes, faults, water springs,
agriculture, and more through experiments and observation; and understood these
connections. I hope that children see these faults not as something to fear but as something
the town should hold pride in as their ‘friends.’
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*  Summary: Overall, the session affirmed that Geopark is a wonderful program that not only
tells us about nature but also about people and nature, as well as the stories of disasters.
These stories are not limited to tourism but can also be shared with the local people and
authorities. The network of Geoparks that understand the value of these stories continues
to grow, and as one person expressed, “From now on, we must collaborate with different
fields as well.”
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Angle of discussion: Some groups of people in areas hit by gigantic disasters move to suggest
that remains of disasters be preserved and made open to the public. They begin to suggest
that those remains be used for telling live lessons of disaster experiences and public
education on disaster risks. Some others on the other hand oppose this or keep a distance
from such initiatives and insist that such activities only revive the pain and sadness of
disasters. Moreover, as buildings deteriorate and storytellers become older, challenges of
funding and handing-over of storytelling activities shall be faced over time. This session

discusses ways of making effective use of disaster remains and addressing challenges.

Panelists:

- Ryoga Ishihara (Session Chair): Associate Professor, Faculty of Policy Science, Ryukoku
University

- Paul Millar (Session Co-chair): University of Canterbury

- Shinichi Sugimoto: Sanriku Geopark Promotion Council

- Toshiaki Seki: Gunma Archaeological Research Foundation

- Chiang Cheng-Shing: Curator, 921 Earthquake Museum

- Nao Sakaguchi: Tohoku University Graduate School Faculty of Arts and Letters
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Ryoga Ishihara: Due to the damage caused by the tsunami caused by the Great East Japan
Earthquake, remains and relics remain, and in the areas affected by the great disaster, there
is a movement to preserve and release the remains and relics. Then, activities to make use
of them in the storytelling of disaster experiences and disaster prevention education will
begin. On the other hand, some people oppose or distance from these activities as they arouse
the suffering and sorrow of the disaster. In addition, as buildings are aging and storytellers

are aging, securing financial resources and developing human resources are issues that will
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always be faced. In this session, we would like panelists to introduce examples of preservation
and utilization of disaster remains in Japan and overseas, and discuss effective utilization of

disaster remains and efforts to address related issues.
KA — ¢ KEBEEORIE & 15 - B HEE A K E & A AR KRS E 2 Hp L LT

FAARER & EAMFEX KT OBEDORFEDOFEFZHRET H, EMHEEOEKKE (1990
HF~1995 ) Tik, KFHRIC K o TR LT/ NFEROKRES AR T b N F R ENKE
DAEY T E UTHRAF S L, HIROTEHELC R EOEAITIEH STV 5, KEBEORAIX

FEROBRIZL Y ERDBFEERE 2> TITOIL TN D, B HARKEROHE IO 5 E#AH O LRTF
T EETHED LN TWAER, (FROEROMIR ST L VIRENER L TOHRWS &5
nb, KEEEL YIRS - TEHT272010%, BUcE / L LTETRET TR, EEain
HUEERFEROFEHNEETH Y | BHORGFLEEDL S0 &2 0DITEEE ST 5008
HETHD, TOTOOEE LK ERDEMROZIELAVETH Y | £z, HlRIK TEMEZTE
HALTWERHZE LT RENS D,

Shinichi Sugimoto: Preservation and utilization of disaster remains: A case study of the Mt.

Unzen Fugendake eruption disaster and the Great East Japan Earthquake tsunami

I would like to present a case study of the preservation of the remains of the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Mt. Unzen’s eruption disaster. In the case of Mr. Unzen eruption from
1990 to 1995, things like an elementary school building which was burnt due to the
pyroclastic flow and houses which are stranded in debris flow are preserved, and those are
being made use of for revitalization of the local economy and passing-on of disaster stories.
It is noticeable that such preservation has been implemented as the initiative of the local
residents themselves, following their own proposal. In the case of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, preservation of the remains of the disaster is being initiated by prefectural and
municipal government offices; however, in some cases, little progress has been made due to
conflicts among the local residents. To preserve and utilize the disaster remains in the long
term, it 1s important not only to leave them as objects but also to make use of them by the
residents themselves. The support of experts is needed who can act as a bridge between the
two elements: preservation of remains and reconstruction. It is also necessary to find a way

to utilize the remains throughout the region.
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Toshiaki Seki: The Disaster Ruins of the Mt. Asama disaster in “Tenmei 3” (1783AD) and

memory transmission

The remains of the Asama eruption disaster, which occurred about 240 years ago, have been
dug up, and the practice of handing down stories is still being carried out today. However, the
meaning of storytelling has been evolving over time, particularly every 30 years (which is
more or less the lifetime of one generation). The Buddhist memorial service of the 33rd
anniversary of the death of the victims coincided with the timing of handing over from the
generation who actually experienced the disaster to the 2nd generation. At times from the
2nd to 3rd generation, many drawings of damages were produced and memories were
reorganized. At times from the 5th to 6th generation, many remains were rediscovered
incidentally one after another, by which memories were recollected and renewed. At times
from the 6th to 7th generation, rediscovery of remains prompted again the recollection of
memories, and the local residents became curious in tracing back their ancestors. At times
from 7th to 8th generation, the official archaeological research from 1979 attracted greater
interest from the public, and the local residents began storytelling through which they
establish their unique identity. In the 8th generation, storytelling activities are continuing
by taking advantage of the power of education in the context of various local events. Bearing
this in mind, I stress the importance of evoking new memories as they fade away to pass on
the stories to the next generation. I believe that various conducts such as to mark the
anniversary of the disaster, to pay tribute to the victims, to ensure that the same disaster
will not be repeated, and to convey the urgency of the disaster accurately are the driving force

behind the activities to pass on the stories.
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Chiang Cheng-Shing: Taiwan's 921 Earthquake - Difficulties and Challenges Faced by the
National Museum of Natural Science

I would like to report on the remains of a junior high school campus that was badly damaged
during the Chi-Chi Earthquake in Taiwan 20 years ago. In the case of Taiwanese monuments,
there are similar issues to those in Japan, such as funding for maintenance and repair,

weathering of the monuments themselves, and opposition of local residents who do not want
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memories of tragic events to remain in their communities. In this case, the government and
residents held a series of dialogues, and residents were invited to visit disaster museums in
Japan such as the Nojima Fault Preservation Museum. This led to an understanding among
the residents of the importance of the preservation of this monument and the development
of a disaster museum at this site. Discussion among various actors is required in the

successful preservation of monuments not only in Japan but also around the world.
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Nao Sakaguchi: Why didn’ t the residents preserve the disaster remains?-A case of Great

East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami—

I would like to share two examples of demolished remains in the Otsuchi town that was
severely damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake: the large fishing ship that was
stranded inland, and the former town hall of Otsuchi. Initially, the discussion was in favor of
preserving both things. However, through various circumstances and processes, it was
eventually decided that both be demolished. The thinking behind the decision is different in
those two cases. In the case of the removal of the large ship, the decision strongly reflected
various emotions about the history that the town once flourished with deep-sea fishery but
eventually declined, and the traditional ideas of ships such that "a ship decays”, “a ship must
be in the sea". On the other hand, the town hall was dismantled because it was the place
where the people who were supposed to protect the residents died, the media picked up too
much on the mismanagement of the procedures of the demolition of the town hall, which led

to the thinking that the existence of the Otsuchi town hall was a "disgrace".
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Paul Millar: Following each panelist's report, it is clear that we need to think about the
preservation of disaster remains from various angles and perspectives. There are numerous
issues to be taken into account, such as consideration for the victims of the disaster and
passing their stories respectfully onto the next generation, the way we should, as
administrative and educational institutions, act as a disaster clearinghouse, and the steps
we must take to ensure that we preserve and understand the situation of the disaster and
the uniqueness of the place, and the history of the town. Further discussion is needed on how
to pass on the remains of the disaster to the next generation by involving them in such
projects. For the generation that did not actually experience a disaster to learn about it, it is
important to combine real sites where the remains of the disaster exist with the telling of
stories, and virtual accounts and representations of the disaster. Still, photographs and
images from digital archives are meaningful for passing on to the next generation, but
recordings of interviews with disaster victims can convey the emotions and thoughts of the
time in ways that may strongly appeal to the next generation. In the future, the integration
of digital technology with the physical remains and locations of disasters will continue with

technology, and further study is needed on how to use technology to preserve such legacies.
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Paul Millar: The UC CEISMIC Canterbury Earthquakes Digital Archive: Supporting Post-

Disaster Research, Teaching and Commemoration

CEISMIC is a digital archive established to preserve the knowledge, memories, and
experiences of the 2011 Canterbury earthquakes for commemoration, teaching, and research.
It brings together images, videos, audio, and documents from a wide range of content
partners. Currently, the number of items archived is around 200,000 with an additional
150,000 being added as resources permit. It is a highly federated archive, supported by a
consortium of various organizations like libraries, museums, governmental offices, and

universities. The ethos behind its creation is to support the use of open-source tools, open
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access, usage, institutional collaboration, and very broad inclusion of people and groups. The
majority of digital objects in CEISMIC are time-aligned and geo-located and linked to other
relevant materials. As one of the methods of story-collection, CEISMIC outfitted a shipping
container as a mobile studio in 2012, shifting it around different areas of the earthquake-
damaged city and collecting over seven hundred stories from a wide variety of people. We
then began re-interviewing the same people seven years later, beginning in 2019, asking
them to update their stories. This is a unique longitudinal study of post-disaster narratives
which is helping us understand and illustrate how changes to stories relate to post-disaster
factors. Individual stories can tell us a lot about a sort of things that we do not hear from the
mainstream media or political discourse, and provide direct insights into what ordinary

people are thinking and expecting.
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Summary: Finally, the panelists discussed (1) the significance of preserving the disaster
remains, and (2) how they should be used to preserve the memory of disasters. In terms of
the significance of preserving disaster sites, they were said to be a resource that conveys
emotion and stimulates the imagination, and that they are a sign of hope that they were not
defeated by the disaster, and that they can be a medium for spinning the connections between
the affected areas. As to how disaster remains should be utilized, opinions were raised on the
importance of waiting or leaving them unattended rather than deciding to preserve them
immediately, the need to convey not only the objects but also the memories of the time of the
disaster, and the importance of the role of storytellers and guides to connect people with

objects.




HREF BT LA (15 BF 45 4y~18 B, 3 5% HA=) / Session E: Interregional
Disaster Cooperation: Keeping Memories Alive (15:45-18:00, 3rd floor multi-purpose room)
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Angle of discussion: What makes it difficult for the next generations to inherit live lessons
from disaster is a lapse of time. Any severe experience of disaster cannot avoid, as time
passes, fading away. The difficulty of inheriting live lessons becomes even stronger through
the change of generations, particularly when the generation holding personal experiences of
disaster has gone away. To sustain the memories of disaster over generations needs some
impulse which from time to time refreshes them. This impulse may also be found in the
activities for a region of a former disaster to share their experiences and live lessons with a
newly affected region or one without disaster experience. This session consists of
practitioners of domestic and international disaster support or disaster risk reduction
activities and aims to examine possible effects of those activities on the sustainability of
disaster memories and to discuss effective forms of cooperation that enhance inheriting live

lessons over generations.

Panelists:

- Masaru Sakato (Session Chair): Former Executive Vice President, The Japan
Foundation

- Eko Agus Prawoto (Session Co-chair): Professor, Duta Wacana Christian University

- Masamichi Yoshitsubaki: Secretary-General, Citizens towards Overseas Disaster
Emergency

- Zhang Guo Yuan: President & Associate Professor, New Century Institute of Education
and Safety Science and Technology

- J. David Waggonner III: Founding Principal, Waggonner & Ball Architecture /
Environment
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Masaru Sakato: Memories of a disaster cannot avoid, as time passes, fading away. While we
see a development of activities for a region of former disaster to share their experiences with
a newly affected region or one without disaster experience, it is worth examining possible
effects of those activities on inheriting live lessons over generations and sustainability of

disaster memories.
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Masamichi Yoshitsubaki: NGO's Relief Activities & Exchange

I would like to present on sharing memories beyond borders. Citizens for Overseas Disaster
Emergency (CODE) is engaged in the activities of extending support to overseas disaster-hit
areas as an expression of Kobe’s appreciation for the support Japan received from over 70
countries of the world after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Over the last 25 years,
CODE has implemented 62 projects in 35 countries and regions abroad, among which I
present such representative cases as Sichuan Earthquake (2008), Chile Earthquake (2010),
and the disasters in Indonesia (2018). Disaster cooperation activities, as they last for a long
time, gradually expand people’s exchange factor. CODE supports disaster victims’ visits to
other disaster-hit areas in Japan or the areas which have been so far spared from disasters.
Through the activities connecting disaster-hit areas and disaster victims, I noticed the fact
that they could share their thoughts and emotions even if they did not understand each
other’s language. What transmits people’s hearts and minds is not limited to words, even
songs help people share disaster memories.
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Eko Agus Prawoto: Extending the memory of the community toward disaster preparedness

from myth, scientific explanation and popular culture

I would like to share my view on passing memories down over generations. Memories help
people hold hope and lives keep vital. They connect people living not only in the same region
but also in different regions beyond borders. Local myths and legends play an important role
of passing down disaster memories over generations. Indonesia is a country consisting of
more than 500 ethnic groups. Due to its geographic location it is prone to natural disasters
such as tsunami, landslides, droughts and volcano eruptions. People are inclined to forget
painful experiences, which is quite natural. However, if people want to learn lessons from
their experiences, it is necessary to put memories in order, share and pass them down over
generations. Scientific explanations might work well for disaster reduction, but they will not
remain long in memories or hearts of people. In order to keep memories alive for a long time,
they need to be incorporated in such media as myths. Myths and legends are born in people’s
wish for keeping disaster stories over generations. Analysis of myths and legends has
revealed many cases in which memories of disasters or scientific backgrounds were found in
them. Myths do not suggest all of the facts, but leave rooms for flexible interpretation
applicable to various situations. That is why they live long and convey lessons. Puppet
theater was also useful for conveying messages in a form of attracting entertainment.
Disaster memories supported by scientific knowledge need to be passed down by using
various new media such as comics and films. Memories can be kept for a long time if they
become shared by many people and sustained as common heritage of human being. In this

sense, exchange of disaster experiences is very significant.
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Zhang Guo Yuan: Research on the Current Situation and Countermeasures of Disaster

Education in Schools

I would like to introduce my activities in promoting storytelling through education. China
experienced the Sichuan Earthquake in 2008 and another one 10 years thereafter. Therefore,
the Chinese government puts emphasis on disaster education (education for disaster
reduction). Students and teachers are studying if they have enough learned lessons from
disasters. Through these activities, it has become clear that there are challenges to overcome
in disaster education at the secondary education level. Students on that level have a keen
Interest in disaster reduction and disaster education, while they remain comparatively low
in their knowledge and skill. Teachers who are engaged in disaster education also do not
possess high education skills. However, we feel confident that disaster education is
attracting high attention among students and teachers, and that this should be further

promoted to inherit proper knowledge.
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dJ. David Waggonner III: Memory and Motivation

I would like to present my view that messages for disaster reduction can be found in the
natural environment. As we recollect and reflect upon Katrina, we recall the levees were
breached, the City of New Orleans was isolated, and new districts were inundated while
older ones were spared flooding. It is quite natural to think that those old districts were
carefully and wisely chosen to live in. People knew biodiversity, took damp ground into
account, and worked out a system to live with water. When we rebuild a city by design, we
need to find what the land remembers, namely grasp the lessons disasters left in the city’s
environmental structure, and design the city with a foresight of its future structure. In this
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sense, disasters give us a chance to reflect and plan better. Careful observation provides us
with a chance of taking action to plan a better disaster-resilient city. We need to pay respect
to nature, not try to control it. Not only we, human beings, but also lands pass on memories.
We need to be humble about this fact and need to establish a closer relationship with the

local environments.

F LD IR TR, SR ZRAEFICR OS2 B0 LT D, i X 24
WD & TRIEDLOWMEDKEDOFLIBITHAE I, BIHZORN - TN, 7272, T 3
ODENEETHD, (1) HIEOANDT A T AX A NVEEEL, HIOMEREZFS (FRE
XEE L, BIRAME T 5), (2) TRTCOBBREITHITCOANTZERTTH ONTEDO A2 5 Dk
WP AIFEEX D), (3) HI(ERNS BB CTEHELZITY Z L 2T 5 (R AlREME %2 B &
T 5, HIICH - TR ETEHT D), 2 2=T 4 BNYUZVHTE BT D Z &IPS omE
KB FHMBMDOEN T TR H D Z L R DD HHN O DIREFEDEEREE THDH, K/3—)b
DRI RFEEERT L EDO L TOREAF I V=T PRRGEL THIEFITERH DT
FHThoil,

Summary: Exchange brings new understanding to both sides of extending and receiving
support. Exchange provides us with a stimulus that enables us to recall past experiences
and sustain them over generations. However, we should keep the following points in mind:
(1) to pay respect for local lifestyle and sense of value by better understanding through
dialogue; (2) to pay respect for decision making by local people and refrain from outside
interference; and (3) to support local initiatives to rebuild through sustainable materials and
methods. It is also one of the benefits of exchange that people through contact with outside
knowledge and experience find latent wisdom for disaster reduction or scientific background
in what their communities have not paid particular attention to. An indigenous way of laying
bricks for building traditional houses has been proved by an outside engineer to be

technologically rational.

<
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On 26 January 2020, from 9:30 to 11:45, in the East Building of Disaster Reduction and
Human Renovation Institution (DRI), the Poster Session was convened under the overall
coordination of Mr. Masahiro Sawada, Chair of the Session, Associate Professor, Graduate
School of Disaster Resilience and Governance, University of Hyogo, and Mr. Alessandro
Pasuto, Co-chair: Alessandro Pasuto: Research Director, CNR - National Research Council
of Italy, IRPI - Research Institute for Geo-Hydrological Protection. The participants learned
various achievements and knowledge from each other such as various activities of preserving
and passing on the memories of disasters in many different ways and a variety of

achievements of academic research on storytelling.
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The participants were collected on a public subscription basis, totaling up to 33
presentations from 1 from Cambodia, 1 from China, 1 from India, 2 from Indonesia (1 as
remote participation), 1 from Iran, 1 from Laos, 1 from Malaysia, 1 from Myanmar, 2 from
Nepal (1 as remote participation), 1 from Pakistan, 1 from Sri Lanka, 1 from Thailand, 1
from the United States of America, 1 from Vietnam and 17 from Japan.
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Brief presentations were made on 33 posters in a flash-talk manner, followed by the poster
session in the foyer. Many rich exchanges were made, thanks to the flash talks which
enabled a clearer understanding of the presented posters. The followings are the summaries
of the flash talks.
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Leap Dam (United Nations Human Settlements Programme, Cambodia): RESILIENT
HOUSING FOR ALL - Incorporating community lessons in building disaster-resilient
housing of the Mekong river communities
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The community establishment process is vital in exchanging experiences and lessons
learned and in revealing their adaptive capacity to deal with disasters through natural

resources management, reuse of materials, and strong social networks.
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Jiang Yi (Save the Children P.R. China): Remembering Disasters in China’s Context
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How to remember disasters in DRR education for children? This presentation puts forward
the use of situational drama teaching methodology. In participating in the situational drama
play, children are guided to experience the feelings of disaster survivors and witnesses, to
generate empathy through the experience and performance of children in the scene of
disaster occurrence.
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Abdhesh Kumar Gangwar (Coordinator and Focal Point, Regional Centre of Expertise on

Education for Sustainable Development (RCE), Srinagar, India): Telling Tales of Some
Indian Disasters
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We help schools and villages undertake DRR awareness-raising and training, and develop
disaster management plans, towards disaster-resilient, climate-smart, and sustainable
communities. We do not have expensive museums; but we have Multi-Media Mobile
Exhibitions, which come in handy in taking them around for creating awareness and
imparting training. We change content depending on the type of disaster. It is quite effective

both cost-wise and content-wise.
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Shiti Maghfira (Kougetsu School Association, Aceh, Indonesia): Survivor
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This grandmother survived the 2004 tsunami because of this boat. When the tide was coming,
suddenly the boat came and got hooked on the top of her neighbor’s house. She and the other
59 people got into the boat and spent 9 hours there. The boat has now become a disaster
tourism site in Banda Aceh. She every day tells about her story and the tsunami survivors.
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Andi Ferdana (Gema Merapi Community Radio, Indonesia): Living in harmony with the
disaster at Merapi
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After the eruption receded, people’s life and livelihood changed from farming and livestock
to tourism. For those residents, although the eruption destroyed all, they realize that it is
all part of the natural process; and they accept it. Even today, the residents still live in
harmony with Merapi.
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Mohammad Alizamani (Head of Reconstruction Planning, Housing Foundation of Islamic
Republic of Iran): Establishment the Technical Services & building Materials Exhibition
Complex in the Bam Earthquake (2003)
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After the 2003 Bam earthquake, to achieve 3 goals: participatory reconstruction, the
resilience of the city, and identity revival, Technical Services and Materials Exhibit Complex
was set up for integration and mobilization of all relevant services and stakeholders
including beneficiaries, contractors, designers, etc., which contributed to successful

reconstruction.

voUr— AY Uy (THFRA VX —B%HE RFE) LV T UADFE —ala=T
4 MERE 2T NIEAE L T 4 At

Manivanh Suyavong (Director, Gender Development Association, Lao PDR): Voices of

Resilience: Lao Women in Community-Based Humanitarian Response
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As the 10th anniversary of Typhoon Ketsana approaches, I remember the countless
interactions that I had with people, who despite their suffering, were determined to survive
and never hesitated to show their gratitude for our support. I also reflect on the lessons
learned and acknowledge the achievements that came from devastation. These experiences
ignited my passion for grassroots development and led me to my current position as Director

of the Gender Development Association.
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Ong Ke Shin (University Sains Malaysia): Tales of flood, Yours and Mine: crowdsourcing

flood stories through social media

oA my hFaval NORME, Y= A AT AT ERBLE 70 Ky —2 072
Lo T 2017 FEO~F 2 OYWIKDOEHGCENE, WahkZ PSR T o etk 2R 5 & & biz, £
D, TTREZZZ AL THAKIZET 2 BOREMR, KESLAEEZITOTDDT T v N7+
— AL L TADTHRET 20 E S0 RGET 52 &,

This pilot project aims to explore the possibility of using social media to recollect images,
videos, and stories of the most severe flood in Penang via crowdsourcing, and to examine the
effectiveness of social media to serve as an inclusive platform to engage the public in

preserving, interpreting, reflecting and introspecting on flooding.
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Nyi Soe (Former Strategic Support Officer, Coordinating Office of ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force (AHTF) for Cyclone Nargis): Cyclone Nargis: A first-hand Narrative of the
Aftermath

KEZH R TIINT 220, iR BNBETE, PEIIIH 5P AL > TORETHD |
B SR D Je BRI CTH D, OEDET TRWIR U TR E7RT) Bd o7z, 2008 FED A 7
1Y s FAFANORE CEBES E WM LT 2 LR E 5T L 72> T 2010 FICHREEE R
TIvor~—0ORFIIZORN T,

We must not underestimate the disaster. We have to be prepared. DRR training is a must
for everybody. So is DRR awareness. Blessing in disguise was that, with the international
cooperation in response to the Cyclone Nargis in 2008, we had a chance to be on the way to
the democratization of Myanmar after the general election in 2010.
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Barsha Shrestha / Sanjaya Uprety (Central Level Project Implementation Unit (CLPIU),
National Reconstruction Authority, Nepal / Associate Professor, Department of Architecture,

Institute of Engineering, Tribhuvan University): Struggle for Heritage Conservation - The
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Post Disaster Reconstruction of Ranipokhari in Kathmandu
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In response to the efforts of activists, the government changed the idea of turning the
archaeological site into a commercial facility, to the preservation of the archaeological site.
Citizens' opposition can protect the ruins from the government's misguided reconstruction
efforts.
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Rupesh Shrestha (Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust): Living heritage of Patan
rebuilding heritage inside Kathmandu valley
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The 2015 Nepal Earthquake caused massive damage to many historic monuments.
Architects and craftsmen were mobilized to initiate the preservation of damaged monuments.
Younger generations learned from older generations. The earthquake was certainly a
calamity, but also an opportunity to revive craftsmen’s skills. Heritage preservation is not
only fencing and protecting ruins, but rather also letting people continue to touch the

monuments and worship inside.
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Sarwar Bari (Pattan Development Organization): Building Community Resilience Through

Democratization
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Three pillars: Inclusive society; leadership should rotate instead of with one man; and
consensus. Through dialogue, a consensus is built. This ultimately helps them to articulate
their demands. This makes communities more democratic. Culture of disaster will help to
fight future disasters successfully.
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Saja Majeed (South Eastern University of Sri Lanka): Disaster survivor to disaster
researcher —The story of Saja from 2004 Tsunami response worker to 2019 Ph.D. in disaster

resilience
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My life has changed completely since the day of the tsunami. I became a disaster
management volunteer and have been working to disseminate and promote disaster
knowledge in the community for 15 years. Most recently, I have compiled a dissertation on
disaster resilience. I would like to continue researching the experience of the tsunami and
continue activities to raise awareness of local communities around the world for those at
risk of disaster.
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Ratchaneekorn Thongthip (Director, International Tsunami Museum, Institute for
Education and Culture, NPO, Thailand): Tsunami storytelling from a museum - The 15th
memorial and friendship between Japan and Thailand
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The International Tsunami Museum and Tsunami Memorial Museum are operated by a non-
profit organization, the Institute for Education and Culture. We have been operating for 14
years with a very small budget. The revenue from the entrance fee is very small, but we can
still support over 1,000 local children annually. In 2017, I was invited to attend the first
World Tsunami Museum Conference. It was a very good learning opportunity.
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Marlene Murray (Executive Director, Pacific Tsunami Museum): Sharing Stories - How the

Pacific Tsunami Museum Keeps Tsunami Memories Alive
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The museum --- also displays artifacts from tsunami events, with accompanying narratives
that help make the story “come alive.” A 25-minute video is shown in our theater which
includes history, tsunami footage, and scientific facts. However, the most impactful aspect
of the film is the survivor stories, with vivid descriptions of their experiences. It is through

riveting stories and images that we learn lessons and keep memories alive.
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Nguyen Vuong (GoViet, Vietnam): Virtual Reality for Disaster Preparedness and Response
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People of the current generation are stepping into an era of Digital 4.0. They should be
encouraged to share empathy with those who suffered through a powerful platform as an
online VR museum. Applying VR technology, one can simulate the flood, typhoon, etc. that
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actually happened to the people in Central Vietnam. They can experience the disaster on
their own terms with a guide that helps them go through it safely.

aredness
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Yuko Marubayashi (Ph.D. candidate, Leiden University, Center for the Arts in Society,
Netherlands): Recipes for the Dead - An Attempt at Integrating Japanese Death Culture

and Acts of Testimony
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For the bereaved from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, the passage of time in a social
sense differs from that in their heart. The relationship between the dead and the bereaved
1s not something in the past but something at present and open to the future. The bereaved
retains the relationship through cooking and dining with the dead by imagination. How can
the relationship with the dead in the heart of the bereaved be a story in a social sense?
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Shun Ito / Nagomi Nakamaru (Renaissance of Japanese Education / Osaka University (Ito),
Kyoto University (Nakamaru)): Project-Based Learning for Training Youth to Tell History of

Disasters
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While the number of people who actually experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
and intend to pass down their experiences as their own decreases, the younger generation
is expected to take over such storytelling activities as their mission. With a view to this, we
are engaged in developing an educational program of a problem-solving type for students.
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Kazuo Asahiro (Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Design, Faculty of
Design, Kyushu University): Support for Farmland Restoration through Mutual Assistance
after Disasters
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I have been engaged in a volunteer activity of environmental protection in rural agricultural
areas of Kyushu island for over 20 years. In the heavy rain in North Kyushu in July 2012, I
worked as a volunteer for restoring agriculture there. I worked also in the 2016 Kumamoto
earthquake and the 2017 North Kyushu heavy rain. We begin the training of agriculture
volunteer coordinator in collaboration with Fukuoka Prefecture Agricultural Cooperative.
In future disasters, we will set up an agriculture volunteer center with Agricultural

Cooperative as the core.
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Andrew Mitchell (Kumamoto University) : Kumamoto Earthquake Experience Project
(KEEP)
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Many foreign residents found life especially tough. Some could not speak Japanese and
struggled to get help. Most had no earthquake awareness or disaster training. The
Kumamoto Earthquake Experience Project (KEEP) was formed in May 2016 to record and
share the stories of those who experienced the earthquakes. By conveying their and our own

experiences, we hope that people can learn how to better prepare for disasters.
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Rie Kawasaki / Atsushi Hikita (Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Science, Hiroshima
University): Study of Survivors’ Storytelling about Sediment Disaster in Hiroshima, 2014
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Experiences and memories are usually weathered and fade with time. However, if
interpreted with personal context, they are remembered for a long time. We interviewed
survivors twice under the same conditions: 3 years and 5 years after the disaster. In the
second round, the number of words that survivors commonly used was less than half of the
first round. Personalized experiences and memories are difficult to share. We continue to

study expression methods of sharing personalized experiences and memories.
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Yasushige Mori (Volunteer Storyteller, Hokudan Earthquake Memorial Park in Awaji): A
Personal Story of Catastrophe of the 1995 Earthquake in Awaji Island in Japan
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I am a storyteller from the Hokudan Earthquake Memorial Park in Awaji Island. The Island
is located 30km south of Kobe. There, in 1995 a massive fault appeared on the coast. Houses
were destroyed and many people were killed. My house was totally destroyed. That is the
reason I do ‘kataribe’, storyteller of an earthquake. Please come and have a look at my poster

and listen to my story.
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Mariko Asari (3.11 Memorial Network): Introduction to the Approach of a Non-governmental
Network of Community Organizations Devoted to Preserving & Disseminating Information
Relating to the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake & Tsunami
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3.11 Memorial Network has been set up, driven by the consciousness of challenges in the
practices of storytelling, guiding to disaster-hit sites, etc. While 3.11 Densho Road is a
network of facilities, this network is a network of individuals. The network consists of
storytellers, NPOs, schools, government offices, and researchers mainly from Iwate, Miyagi,
and Fukushima, totaling up to 460 persons or 66 groups. We have also begun financial
support for promoting the engagement of the next generation. All of you are welcome to join

us.
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Masaharu Nakagawa (3.11 Future Support Association): Visualization of evacuation
behavior patterns in the 2011Tohoku Tsunami
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Based on the interviews with the disaster victims, we have visualized the evaluation
behaviors of each individual in the tsunami-hit area until the time of arrival of the tsunami.
We play it in a local museum. We hope that this is referred to as a lesson in evacuation drills.
We hope that people seriously think about what they must do in the few minutes before the
arrival of a tsunami. Do they discuss the risk with their children seriously? According to a
person who survived the tsunami by jumping from the second floor to another house, “Do

'”

not give up!
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Masato Tanaka / Misa Egawa (Otemon Gakuin University): Making Evacuation Behavior a

Daily Routine
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We participated in an on-site research and volunteer activities in Hiroshima hit by the 2014
West Japan heavy rain, through which we felt the importance of making the evacuation a
daily exercise. We must translate our knowledge into actual practice. We notice many hints
in the words of the victims of disasters. No matter how highly sophisticated the information
for evacuation, people do not necessarily move. We believe that the key to that is how we
incorporate such practices into our daily life.
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Yosuke Nakamura (Graduate School of Disaster Resilience and Governance, University of
Hyogo): Dissemination of various kinds of Experience at Educational Site —The Case Study
of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake—
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The school teachers who were engaged in managing evacuation centers that were set up in
school buildings have already retired. Their memories which have been fading should be
recollected and recorded systematically. We plan to collect such memories through
interviews with retired teachers; verify the memories against the maps of damage, and
develop education materials for junior teachers that allow them to vividly imagine difficult
situations at the time of the disaster. Manuals need to be revisited, with which we hope to

link to the creation of a new way of disaster management system in schools.
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Miyasada Akira (Researcher, Graduate School of Disaster Resilience and Governance,
University of Hyogo): Telling disaster prevention like cherry blossoms (SAKURA) ~
Prepare first, Safety and Lively life later, for disaster ~
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While the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake was indeed a greatly tragic experience, it was
also an opportunity to realize something very important such as the preciousness of ordinary
daily life and coexistence with nature, which we do not normally appreciate much. The
survivors of the earthquake had to be scattered due to the different places they went for
evacuation, but they strived to come back to where they used to live and cooperated in
rebuilding the community. We have been able to develop a network with more opportunities
to exchange with people around the world. We have also been promoting exchanges between
disaster-hit areas. We have realized and learned a lot.
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Yuki Orihashi / Yutaro Kida (Graduate School of Disaster Resilience and Governance,
University of Hyogo): The Construction and its Process of Digitally Archiving Records of The
Great Hanshin Flood in 1938 and the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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We have developed a digital archive of the Great Hanshin Flood (1938) and the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (1995). Making use of GIS, the photos and the texts in the past
are linked to geographical coordinates. This allows for the illustration of the situation at the
time of disasters comprehensively. We were helped by local young students to develop the
system. Opportunities will increase in which someone who has not experienced disasters
tells stories of the disasters to someone else. We expect that this kind of practice will help

one become confident.
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Hinako Suzuki (Multi-hazard Risk Assessment Division, Disaster Information Laboratory,
National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Resilience): Sharing
communities' disaster experiences —disclosing digital archive map of disaster monuments
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In Japan, although disasters have been recorded in the form of written letters since 1,600
years ago, the information is forgotten. One of the ways to recollect is stone monuments,
many of which still remain throughout the country. To have in common the information on
disaster monuments (tsunamis, floods, and landslides) in the form of map, we have
developed the “Disaster Commemoration Monuments Digital Archive Map”. This allows us
to re-recognize the disasters which we did not experience. Technically, such information can

well be connected to different types of media as well.
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Isao Arai (NPO Sunflower's Dream): Handmade support for survivor
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I am known as “Uncle Sunflower” here. I have been active as a storyteller all the way through.
I have also been engaged in various activities in support of those affected by the 2004
Chuetsu Earthquake, 2011 The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, 2015

Kumamoto Earthquake, etc. for 25 years. I will give you sunflower seeds in front of my poster.
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Fumihiro Inagaki (Chuetsu Organization for Safe and Secure Society): Initiatives taken for
the CHU-ETSU Earthquake Memorial Corridor
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The CHU-ETSU Earthquake Memorial Corridor aims at preventing the fading of the
experiences of the earthquake by preserving the damaged sites as they are, with “Archiving
Chuetsu as a whole” as the keyword. It consists of 4 facilities and 3 parts in different sites
as the hubs of collection and utilization of the earthquake archive information, which convey
the memories of the earthquake. While the resources to run this initiative are secured for
the next 6 years, we have begun deliberation on ways to continue the initiative with the
funds from the private sector thereafter.
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Yoji Higashiyama (Mt. Unzen Disaster Memorial Hall): Passing Down the History of the
Damages Caused by Mt.Unzen Volcano and the Issues at Hand
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Due to the aging of the storytelling volunteers as well as the transformation of the damaged
areas including restoration, the level of recognition of storytellers has gradually been
lowered. While the fading of the memories of the disaster progresses, some sort of innovative

ways of passing down the stories of disasters. With this in mind, for example, Mt. Unzen
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Disaster Memorial Hall begins this year “Volcano Junior Meister School” targeting young
teenagers. Intending to foster the youth who can take responsibility for disaster risk
reduction in the local communities in the future, we are implementing various other

programs as well.
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Tomoki Takada (Kobe City College of Technology): A Study on Education Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction by Utilizing “Yokai” as Intellectual Resources
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“Yokai” is a mysterious, unusual, and strange phenomenon, stories of which have been
passed down over generations in communities. The stories include various lessons regarding
natural disasters such as signs of coming disasters, code of conduct at the time of disasters,
etc. With this in mind, I initiate workshops in which children identify dangerous sites where
they live; they recognize risks around them by imagining a Yokai who may appear in such
locations; and they discuss possible countermeasures.

(2) R (10 Ff 15 43~11 Kf 45 43) / Exchange (10:45 — 11:45)
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e After the flash talks, all the participants moved to the foyer where all the posters are
exhibited, and they enjoyed the free discussion, exchange of information, and deepen

networks over some light meal.
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(1)

2{k<5 / Plenary Session

2020 41 H 26 H 9B/ 5 13 B 30 40 £ TR IE AR EFFEV R Ry FT—27 %,
TeEIENT KPR EEIR ORE TR DT, BEEHEN A LRkt v ¥ —HAETH 100 AD
SINES TR I N,

On 26 January 2020, from 900 to 1330, under the overall coordination by Mr. Tkuo Kobayashi,
Representative of International Network of Telling Live Lessons as the Master of Ceremony,
Plenary Session was held in the East Building of Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation

Institution (DRI) with around 100 participants.
HEFAP—2 (9BE~9 K 304) / Tone-Setting Talks (9:00-9:30)

- HEF ETHREBRREAL KB ZEHNPEET B EE / Haruo Hayashi: President,

National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Resilience

FEETIEZZ oW ) [FEVHKE | O85217< & lremember] & WO 5508 % W, V> h v D.C.
WZhdAra—A I a—UT L6427 TRV U7 4 ERBUN E/VBRFFE S S — /L —r3—
% remember 72, HFI3FIC v a2 L TWAHEIHIICH I 2D, BAET IEnRn] 59 &
— NROFEED 8 %
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What to Remember

26/1/20

MIZFHRMTREA
BABPREHAREA # &8
Haruo Hayashi, NIED

FEVAEE ] BTN b DOICBIBR Z R BIfD 7o & ST IE, 1983 FIKER FHICE W21 L
ML TE o T2, # A KViX [Self-identity of Japanese Americans during the Internment Period |,
egrh SREIETTO 1, 2MOT AT T 4T 0 OB ET —~IZ LT, TERAENE 3,
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DVEHELWZ ETHH D, RARADEEEZR-ED E VD Z ENEFICKRELLE-E-STND,

RERZEIFTAAE TS L ZAD NEEFH] ThHhoH, JARP 77— A7 Tid, BHoEL
TTATUT AT ADBEEL T HT, RICHIEREMY 20 E B TREE A2 Rz, R
HOIIIH, GRS ARNE L OIIMD, T, MFERICEICISE D, Ly Ao b
DD L, EOHR T, Hgisk LT 0O facts, NF— ROX A= T 77 4
BT 472 8O facts ThH D, AR SIZIIMEFELRIOZ ENENTH-72VT5, Lol b
S LARETRERDIZA b=V —=22DO TRV, KRERBEZLOTTAL N E DG L
TV 7DD T BB AZFERETHDH, TNEBEVMSUEND DD TIIRVD, TN
BRI COE 212725, FRMRAZEE NIRRT 2HEEN S DO TV, FAHY
DTDTZDIZFED RSO ENH & BEDBEEEE LT, 2035 FESHWWITFREINTWDHIE
FICRE 2K E, HERELZRVY> T ZODOMEZFICANIZNWEEZTEBY ., TANR
FEDHERICED A TWDIREN TH B,

In English, the issue in this Forum tends to be referred to as “remember”. That is the case
in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C., Oklahoma City
National Memorial Museum on the federal government bombing in 1995 and the Japanese
attack on the U.S. Naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The English word “remember”
seems to carry connotation of some kind of imperative i.e. pushing someone not to forget. On
the other hand, the Japanese words “not to forget” tends to have connotation of the first-

person statement.

What triggered me to become interested in “storytelling” was my Ph.D. thesis which I wrote
in 1983 during my stay in the US as a student. The title was “Self-identity of Japanese
Americans during the Internment Period”. The thesis was about the transformation of the
self-identities of the first generation of Japanese immigrants to the US and the second
generation in concentration camps during World War II. I was in the third year then to stay
in the US; and I was feeling that my self-identity was becoming unclear. I was interested in
researching about what people would do when they realized that there was a sheer gap
between the way they identify themselves and the way other people identify them.
Considering that it would be useful to study extreme cases, I selected the concentration camp
as the theme of my Ph.D. thesis. In the beginning, the second generation identified
themselves as “American”. However, they realized that they were called “Jap”; and over a
time of a year and a half, they adopted “Japanese American”. As opposed to that, the first
generations opted for the “Yamato people” in an attempt to disconnect themselves from
Japan. This is the essence of my thesis. In the course of the research, I conducted what is
called archival study extensively with the various materials that were available in “JARP
Archive” at UCLA. There were many oral histories and artifacts there. However, as JARP
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began in 1962 which was some 20 years after the concentration camps, I felt strongly that
there hardly remained the stories of those who had undergone the severest period. What is
the value of oral history? I thought that oral history cannot help any further.

I moved to Hiroshima University thereafter, and stayed there from 1988 to 1994. The time
coincided with the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II. I was participating in an
NHK project whereby the city of Hiroshima before 6 August (the day of the atomic bombing)
would be reproduced. This is also where oral histories would be important elements.
However, as those from whom we could hear their stories were the ones who had been
teenagers or in the 20s at the most, I was facing the same challenge as to how much we
would be able to extract from such people. However, I could not continue the project in
Hiroshima, as I moved to Kyoto University before 1995. In 1995, the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake occurred. I took it as my responsibility as one of the contemporaries then to
systematically collect oral histories of those who were at work in the center of the society.
The project of oral history began in 1996. We decided to keep those stories confidential for
30 years, which are kept in DRI. When the shape of the project was streamlined in 1999, we
commenced a panel study so as to trace the process quantitatively. Recording stories is very
important, but also very difficult. I believe it is extremely important for the contemporaries
to be able to take and fulfill their responsibility.

As Confucius said, “visiting old, learning new” is the key. While I felt that my self-identity
was swaying and I somehow wanted to know the conclusion of this quest, I looked into the
history in JARP Archive. What should be recorded? What should be passed on? It may be
something that can be useful in the future. It can be something called “lessons”. Relatively
easier to record is facts such as hazards, damages, and activities. Stone monuments record
the facts of the past centuries ago. However, I wonder what really needs to be recorded may
be stories. We ought to learn the process of how people adapted themselves in the context of
an extensive change in the environment. I gather that that is what we should record and
pass on to the next generation. That is what helps us prepared for the future. I believe that
it is the responsibility of the contemporaries. As for me, the purpose of recording and passing
on things is for the moment for us to acquire wisdom to overcome the extraordinarily large-
scale and severe disaster i.e. the national crisis which is anticipated in around 2035. This is

what drives me for storytelling.

I ERE ESLFFRRRRIEA LR ARE - YR I <XV AV NEEYE v ¥ —(ICHARM)
* % —£ / Toshio Koike: Director of International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk
Management (ICHARM)
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2020 International Forum on
Telling Live Lessons from Disasters
(2020TeLLL-Net Forum)

Telling Live Lessons
towards Fostering Culture of Disaster
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This is the first time that I participate in a forum where the issue of storytelling is discussed.
I attended the breakout sessions of yesterday as well. My feedback is in short “I am moved!”.
I have just realized for the first time that this kind of subject area exists. I lead ICHARM
which deals with water-related disasters as one of the research centers of UNESCO. I am
also engaged in the Science Council of Japan, and the River Committee (in charge of Japan’s
flood control policy) of the Panel on Infrastructure Development of the Japanese
Government. My intervention of today will be from the points of view of such positions.

The number of disaster events in the world has tripled over the last 35 years. Around half
of the events occur in Low-Income Countries and Lower Middle-Income Countries. 80% of
casualties are in LICs and LMICs while 80% of economic losses are in Upper Middle-Income
Countries and High- Income Countries. In Japan, following a series of disasters in almost
every year such as heavy rains and landslides in Izu Oshima island in 2013, landslides in
Hiroshima in 2014, various law amendments have been taken into effect and many policy
recommendations. When we thought that such counter-disaster arrangements had been
done quite extensively, Japan suffered again from West Japan heavy rains in 2018 and
Typhoon 191n 2019. In 2019, 12-hour precipitation and 48-hour precipitation hit the highest
records in numerous places throughout Japan. While levee breaches, landslides, 3-digit
casualties in 2 consecutive years, inundations, etc. continue, countermeasures even with no

break cannot keep up with the pace of the occurrence of disasters.

In 2016, the Science Council of Japan made a recommendation called “Last One Mile
Challenge”. To reduce disasters, while infrastructure, policies, and laws are important for
sure, the practice of each individual also matters very much. There is a great gap between
knowing and doing. When people put knowledge into action, the process is such that they
learn knowledge; they become interested, they are motivated to be engaged; intention
emerges for acting when there is an opportunity; eventually leading to actions. This process
1s linked with various factors such sense of crisis and responsibility, recognition of the
effectiveness of such actions, cost-benefit effect, social norms, etc. This is what I have been
researching on. Disasters are not a usual event but an unusual one. Many people suffer from
disasters; however, it is still a limited number of people who experience disasters. Moreover,
people tend to forget. When we brought junior high school students (young teenagers) of
Chiba and Aichi Prefectures to Minamata and have them listen to storytellers, it was
realized that, while the levels of knowledge and intention of actions go up, the levels of
interest and motivation go down. Although the students cry when listening to the
storytellers, interest and motivation shrink thereafter. I have been thinking it is important
that we build a society where people continue to think and behave; and therefore, I was

impressed in the breakout sessions of yesterday as well.

When a disaster occurs and the center of storytelling is founded thereafter, various data,
exhibitions, education, training, and research gather. In addition, like the case of Mondragon

which was founded after the landslide disaster in Hiroshima in 2014, the function as a venue
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for the restoration of hearts and minds emerges as well. I was moved to hear that not only
the people who suffered in 2014 come to Mondragon and felt relieved, but those who suffered
in 2018 also come to the disaster-sites of 2014 and felt relieved. Besides, many similar
Initiatives are emerging such as various contacts of different museums, exchanges of people
from different disaster-hit areas, and networks of disaster-hit cities. I found it amazing. I
took it that this leads to a society where memories will not be lost, passed on, and shared,
and that this vitalizes the society and constructs sustainability. I found it fascinating to hear
that, in the case of reconstruction of Kinosaki hot-spring resort town damaged by the 1925
earthquake, houses were rebuilt with wood so as to retain the culture of the hot-spring resort
town is retained; that public facilities were reconstructed in reinforced concrete structure so
as not to let the fire spread; that river bed and levees were improved so as to ensure better
flood control; and that the sustainability of the town was thus strengthened.

I felt strongly that the conduct of storytelling itself has the power to attract various people
1.e. convening power, which creates a resilient society. I believe that this kind of thing can
evolve as a sustainable culture. When ways of thinking, attitude, and behavior are
integrated and made rooted in a regional society sustainably, that becomes culture. The
culture rooted in a disaster is fostered. Moreover, if laws and administrative management,
infrastructure, and social discipline are created, that becomes civilization. While it is often
said that mega-disasters like the Great Lisbon Earthquake destroyed the culture and society,
storytelling can be one of the triggers to create a disaster-resilient civilization.

ADEEIZHOWT (K, /i) / People’s memories (Hayashi, Koike)
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Haruo Hayashi: While it is said “people forget”, I think it differently. I believe that the people

who experienced the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake will carry it for the rest of their life.
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That said, it is true that the number of such people decreases relatively; and therefore, the
probability that stories of experiences are shared decreases further. While I appreciate that
the children are strongly touched by the storytellers, the stories are still about someone else.
It cannot be avoided that they forget things about someone else. On the other hand,
memories of striking experience do remain for a considerably long time. However, what I
came to realize when we were collecting oral histories of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake was that even such memories of experiences are meaningful up to 10 years or
so. This is because people’s memories of events are always replaced when they later
experience other events of greater impact. For example, it seemed that for the former Prime
Minister Murayama at the time of 1995 earthquake, his memory of the earthquake was not
greatly strong; but he remembered the issues of military comfort women much more vividly.
Else, what remains in the mind of the former Mayor of Akashi city is the incident of the
crowd after the fireworks which happened after the 1995 earthquake. We closed the oral
history project with the former Mayor of Itami city as the last interviewee. He was the Mayor
at the time of the earthquake and retired recently. He was the last person with the continuity

of his experience as the Mayor.

*  Toshio Koike: It may have been more appropriate to say “fade out” rather than “forget”. The
citizens of Mabi of Okayama Prefecture discussed what should be done to the areas which
were inundated with 5-meter deep water 2 years ago; however, they ended up living in the
same place. The citizens of the site in Miyagi Prefecture where the levee of the Yoshida River
was breached due to Typhoon 19 in October 2019 also discussed the relocation of the site as
a whole in response to the appeal from the Mayor immediately after the flooding, but have
recently decided not to relocate. Due to various factors other than memories coming into

consideration, the vivid memories at the time of the disaster may fade out. This is what I

would have liked to say.

NB: Z D% EdoiE ) iR A X —¥ v a BfE (9 K 30 47 ~11 f 45 47) / Poster Session was
held as described above thereafter (0930 - 1145)

(2) &tk (11 ¥ 45 43~13 FF 15 43) / Plenary Session (11:45 — 13:15)
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Mr. Shingo Nagamatsu, Chair of the Plenary Session (Professor, Faculty of Social Safety

Science, Kansai University), explained that each Breakout Session was co-chaired by a

participant from overseas, and introduced all the Co-chairs, who were also the panelists of

the Plenary Session. It was followed by the reports from the Co-chairs of the respective

Sessions on the summaries of the discussion.
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Panelists:

Shingo Nagamatsu (Chair): Professor, Faculty of Societal Safety Sciences, Kansai

University

Marlene Murray: Director, Pacific Tsunami Museum (Session A Co-chair)

Ikaputra: Professor, University of Gadjah Mada (Session B Co-chair)

Giiliim Tanircan: Associate Professor, Bogazici University (Session C Co-chair)

Ibrahim Komoo: Vice President, Global Geoparks Network (Session D Co-chair)

Paul Millar: University of Canterbury (Session E Co-chair)

Eko Agus Prawoto: Professor, Duta Wacana Christian University (Session F Co-chair)

Alessandro Pasuto: Research Director, CNR - National Research Council of Italy, IRPI -
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Research Institute for Geo-Hydrological Protection (Poster Session Co-chair)
- Yoshinobu Fukasawa, Secretary, International Network of Telling Live Lessons from
Disaster (TeLL-Net)

SHRE « RRAEZ—F T a 5D / Remarks by the Panelists

A E (A2 E) /Shingo Nagamatsu, Chair of Plenary Session, General Managing
Chair of Breakout Sessions:
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I have been taking part in preparation of this Forum since the beginning in particular in
organizing and managing the breakout sessions. I note with pleasure that the discussion in
all the sessions was greatly enthusiastic and fruitful. All the co-chairs of the breakout
sessions are the participants from overseas. I invite each to report briefly on the discussion
of the respective sessions, to be followed by a free discussion in which the panelists will be

requested to touch upon challenges that the activities of telling live lessons face.

v —l—r AU — (GRS A GBIV L I 22—V 7 20%E]) [FEER) /Marlene Murray,

Co-chair of Session A - Role of Museums in Telling Live Lessons:
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The session discussed several key issues and features pertaining to the museum. The five
museums target different hazards such as tsunami, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.
Three museums are operated privately and the other two are supported by the local or
national government. The duration between the development of the museum and the time
of the disaster occurrence varies from two years to one hundred years. One museum is
scheduled to open in late 2020. All the museums conduct storytelling activities and many of
them outreach in the community, in particular with school children. While direct storytelling
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by survivors from disasters might be the most impressive, there are many other ways of
passing down the memories to the next generations. The question is how we can sustain the
storytelling activities beyond our generation. One strategy and outcome were noted by Mr.
Sato. His regular efforts to outreach with children actually inspired voluntary storytelling
activities in the local community, even though nobody was directly impacted by the disaster.
This is in fact about the eruption of Mt Bandai which happened 132 years ago. Some of the
advantages of conducting activities at museums are that museums provide a physical venue
for storytelling, i.e. a venue where various people such as scientists, local community, and
others can interact and generate new ideas and initiatives which could stimulate sustainable
storytelling activities. And museums can provide a sustainable environment for storytelling
activities for generations. A broader meaning of storytelling includes objects which have
survived disasters; books and other publications; photos and videos; and the arts including
dance, paintings, music, etc. Disaster risk reduction activities need to be continued until

they are integrated into the local culture. Museums can play a major role in this regard.

AHT T (HOBREB FEVHE LY —1 X4 EFEEEE) / Ikaputra, Co-chair of Session B
- A Tool for Telling Live Lessons:
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The focus of this session was disaster tourism or dark tourism, which is related to the places

of death and disaster. The session also discussed the basics of tourism development i.e. three
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principles which we call AAA: attractions, accessibility, and amenities. Even with an
attraction, if there is no accessibility then tourism cannot be paid for. Amenities should be
improved to attract tourists so that the local community can gain economic benefits. With
this kind of “triple-A” we tried to see how the cases that were shared in this session can be
compared --- as a process, as products, and even what actually are the driving causes of the
development of tourism. We started with seeing how to connect between before and after the
disaster. We classified the cases of 4 disasters into two types. The first type is the one
whereby the number of tourists is even decreasing. One case is the Sanriku Railway and the
areas and cities around to which people are not going. Another case is the road corridors of
the 3.11 Storytelling Road, which involve 192 spots of telling lessons connecting Aomori,
Miyagi, and Fukushima. The other two cases in the second type are the ones whereby there
are already good destinations. In Kumamoto, Kumamon has already become the mascot.
And also, Yogyakarta as well which is near the eruption of Mt. Merapi, because it is the
second tourist city in Indonesia, which has world heritage like Borobudur, Prambanan, etc.
But with disaster tourism, it is a challenge to develop new destinations and new attractions.
The problem is that the dark side is not always agreed upon by the people who live there
and by those who are survivors, those who suffer from the disaster. According to Mr. Kusano,
often 50% agree and 50% do not. Another problem is as to who are the stakeholders who will
develop such dark destinations. The government can be a leader; a company may supply
financial support; communities can play a very important role in developing dark tourism.
Such things happened in destinations like that of the Sanriku Railway, which has good
accessibility for disaster tourism via the railway system. They even provide attractions
inside the train. Other good examples are the corridor of almost 200 monuments of lessons
in Sanriku; the two earthquake museums and disaster corridor in Kumamoto; and the
community museums near Mt. Merapi. Finally, the future challenge is how to share the
lesson learned from dark tourism destinations with other people who do not live there, or

who may be living in areas prone to future disasters.

X h XINTxYy (OBES C EVMSEte—rala=7 ] FEFEE) / Gilim

Tanircan, Co-chair of Session C - Telling Live Lessons and Local Community:
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Memories should be preserved and shared with the next generation in various ways. Telling

live lessons to communities is one of those ways. And, through these ways, disaster culture

can be constructed in communities. The major point that we extracted from this session is

that the activity for transferring experiences starts with the people in the community, but
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changes its role during the recovery phase. Some nice examples were presented such as the
development of the Mondragon project in the Hiroshima area after the heavy rain and the
following landslides, and also the reconstruction of the Kinosaki region after the 1925
earthquake and the following fire. Those are very good examples to see how local
communities react to tell live lessons and strengthen their knowledge and their capacity
against disasters. The next major point is that learning from experienced people is important.
Each community has wisdom, local wisdom. Such community wisdom should be respected.
And academia has an important role in interpreting this local wisdom and changing it into
knowledge. Academicians should take into consideration local wisdom more seriously and
then use it in their scientific research. The third point is that adults might be ignorant about
disaster preparedness issues. Therefore, the training of children about disaster is important.
There are several ways to reach and to train children, like gamification, board games, and
several tablet applications. Those are efficient ways to teach them. One way to tell the
lessons or to tell the experiences to children is to use such games and applications.

A7 7l vt (GHRED U4 =7 LEEVHKE | HKFEEE) /Ibrahim Komoo, Co-chair
of Session D - Geopark and Telling Live Lessons :
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Mr. Nakagawa introduced the concept of geoparks, and the guidelines to create a geopark,
talking about nine UNESCO global geoparks and more than 35 national geoparks in Japan.
He also discussed geoparks as a holistic approach to managing an area where the geological
heritage of international value is conserved, in combination with public education and
tourism attraction. He also said that many geoparks pay attention to geo-hazards and
climate change, and that geoparks are like living museums and very conducive to
storytelling about heritage and natural disasters. Mr. Komoo talked about his research and
community engagement in a place called Kundasan. Kundasan experienced a large landslide
at the foothills of Mt. Kinabalu, which is a national geopark. In the beginning, the
community there didn't realize that they are living in an area with large scale landslides but
by doing research plus by engaging the community, finally, they realized that they are living
in a dangerous area. And they can move, and they can take part actively in pursuing activity
toward DRR. Ms. Aguda shared her experience of developing the Bohol Island geopark. She
spoke about the earthquake on October 15th, 2013 with a magnitude of 7.2 which killed 200
people and damaged more than 50,000 houses. And this was the story during the
development of the geopark. In fact, during the launching of the geopark, it was in
collaboration with a commemoration of the Bohol earthquake. The commemoration was
performed by ringing the bell and using earthquake stories. They made the local community
actively involved in geopark development. Ms. Nishitani, a geopark guide, spoke about her
experience in volcanic eruption and tourism. And during her presentation, many stories
excited the session participants. One of the things she said that really triggered our interest
was “Eruptions created this island: without volcanic eruptions, we don't have our land.” She
also talked about the experience of one local person who experienced 4 disasters that
destroyed her home at the ages of 9, 32, 60, and 63. And this is also a very powerful story.
She also said: “Our planet is like a living creature.” This is a powerful example. Geologists
usually say: “We are living in the dynamic Earth”, which is very boring. Finally, Mr. Shibata
made a presentation on his experience in the conservation of natural monuments. He gave
an example of some active faults: people would say what faults are and why faults can
become a monument. By telling stories, i.e. about the relationship between earthquake and
disaster and faults, people began to realize the importance of faults and they became a social
asset. In conclusion, the main issue of the discussion of this session was related to how to
create a geopark. The session discussed networking at all levels; what kind of stories are
suitable for geoparks — stories about a disaster, particularly the stories that can touch the
hearts of the local community; and collaboration between geoparks and the DRR Group.
After listening to all the presenters and participants, I am convinced that geoparks are a
natural tool for storytelling. It is not just telling stories about geological heritage and the
environment. It's about the connection between people and nature. In geoparks, we used to

say rocks connect us. But more importantly, it is about telling live lessons from disasters.

89



A= 27— (DFS ENEEME & FEOMK ) L[FEE) / Paul Millar, Co-chair of Session

E - Disaster Remains and Passing-on of Memories:
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Session E had four excellent speakers. What impressed me was that all the presentations in
various ways talked to each other and informed each other. Where one paper would raise an
issue, or perhaps address a problem, another paper would respond to that. Mr. Sugimoto in
his paper, where he was talking about disaster recovery, observed the way that the physical
remains, the houses, the boats, the places are often left behind in some damaged form after
a disaster. He noted that these sorts of artifacts can have very strong emotional connections
for the communities. Their existence and condition can often bring about quite a degree of
tension and sometimes opposite reactions to a particular place or a particular artifact. So,
while some local people might wish to preserve a place, others might see it imbued with pain
or with shame, and be less desirous of retaining it and would rather move on and replace it.
We must take into account the way disaster remains have the memories of the survivors
attached to them. Ms. Sakaguchi also talked about a similar situation and she explained to
us about the Japanese concept of shame and the way that shame can be attached to certain
places where loss or damage has occurred. Such places can come to reflect the beliefs or the
experiences and feelings of certain demographics of society. Alongside the focus on the
contemporary response to disaster remains was a very interesting paper from Mr. Seki
talking about the Mt. Asama disaster 237 years or eight generations ago, noting that, with
the passing of time, the immediate effect on the survivors wasn't an issue. It was possible
over time to take a more objective view of disaster remains, and to learn other sorts of lessons
from them. A lot of these lessons are learned through empathy, and one of the reasons to
preserve disaster remains may be so that future generations can understand and empathize
with the sufferings of the people who have been through a severe disaster, and in that way,
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learning can take place. So, wrapped around all of these talks about disaster remains was
the idea of education, the idea of informing the future, the idea of developing understanding.
It became very clear that disaster remains are only relevant when we can erect stories
around them, when narratives are related to the remains. Otherwise, they may just be
buildings or places with no history. So, it is important that when we are talking about
preserving disaster remains, we are also talking about preserving the stories that go with
those remains. Mr. Seki talked about the various commemorations of the Mt. Asama
eruption, and the way that the community evolved its understanding of the disaster over
time. I believe one important lesson from that situation is that when we preserve disaster
remains, and we construct our stories around them, the one thing we cannot do is to dictate
to the future how they respond to and learn from our experiences. The only thing we can do
1s to make those learning opportunities available, to make our experiences available, and to
allow the future to develop its own understanding and develop its own response. What was
very clear coming out of these papers, and was foregrounded in Mr. Chiang’s talk about his
preservation of disaster remains in Taiwan, was that there is always a time when the
immediacy and present pain and suffering of the disaster recedes into the past, and this is
natural. This makes it very difficult for the present to keep funding and maintaining the
remains that tell the story of that disaster. We have all experienced that whether we create
archives, manage museums, or try to keep artifacts alive and restore them, there is a life
cycle for these sorts of activities. Often funding becomes less, interest becomes less, and it
becomes more and more of a challenge for us to keep our records and our memories and our
monuments going. However, I think what emerged from this discussion was that even if
these efforts are hard, they are worth doing and continuing with. It is important that we
persist, with the belief that at some point in the future some other person or group is going
to pick up the project and take it forward, potentially in a different way. In summary, disaster
remains mean little if they are not also related to stories and memories. That is why a
conference and organization like TeLL-Net is so important, because live lessons from
disasters are so important. Disaster remains, close in time to an event, are imbued with the
reality of that experience—a reality that can vary according to personal experience, and
which can represent intolerable pain as much as there may be a need to preserve memory.
Later, as we move past an experience, we are able to relate to the disaster through a process
of empathy, through commemoration and remembering. Disaster remains are very helpful
when it comes to education about disaster impact, response, and recovery because, as we
have discussed, we cannot all live our lives virtually all the time. We are never going to
understand the physical experience if we simply experience it on the internet, through
YouTube, or via an online image. Place matters, location matters, and context matters. When
a place of disaster is located within its community, and within its physical environment, it
has a particular resonance and profundity that tells a story far more effectively than simply
streaming it online. The virtual might complement the disaster experience, but in a way
that goes hand-in-hand with the actual. Because places matter and people matter, so too do

disaster-remains matter.
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Ta FI7A-TFI79x ~ (GBEF REOME LN LFEER) / Eko Agus Prawoto, Co-
chair of Session F - Interregional Disaster Cooperation: Keeping Memories Alive :
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Building relationships or cooperation can be done on various kinds of levels: it can be inside
the community, between communities, or between communities and other communities in
different countries. It is important also that we know about the level of disaster literacy. It
could create a clear base for what we should do in building or in making the cooperation
work effectively. Exchange, networking, and sharing need a platform which is to understand
the other. It could be cultural, social values, or even the collective memory of the people.
Myths are also important because it is like the storage of the collective memory of people.
We, of course, cannot directly understand the myths but we have to give new meanings to
them. Understanding others also builds a strong base for relationship or cooperation. It will
help develop deep empathy and understanding for others. Locality must be appreciated. This
would create a relationship that will sustain the local identity and also dignity of the
community including the local narratives or myths as the resource of storytelling. We could
also make, find, or discover the possible solution based on that local knowledge. We are not
just bringing an outside solution directly but appreciate and generate solutions based on the
local models. That kind of inter-regional cooperation is not only giving or sharing, because
knowing others also means knowing ourselves, and sharing with others is also receiving.
Knowing other cultures means also remembering our own culture or heritage. So, this is like
a reciprocal relationship. The local-based exchange should encourage or reactivate the
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capacity of the community instead of creating dependency. This is a very important piece.
And this also means to sustain the cultural identity and collective memory of the community.
The cooperation is not only about community, the community of people to people, but it is
also about human beings with nature. The land has memory. So, nature should be more
respected, because it is the land that generates the knowledge and the myths of the
community. All the myths are rooted in this land. Sometimes we forgot about the land. And
in relationships with the land or with danger, we should try to adapt instead of to control.
We have to work with nature to collaborate with nature. Because engineering systems might

fail but nature will stay longer.

TR RA—F (KRAZ—tv g HEER) / Alessandro Pasuto, Co-chair of the

Poster Session :
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The session had 33 posters that illustrate different experiences, best practices and successful
stories. Six posters dealt with floods; two with volcanic eruptions; eleven with earthquakes;
and six with tsunamis. All the posters dealt with phenomena affecting a wide area and lots
of people. Going into the details of those posters, several points arose. The first point is the
importance of the collection of material and documents, and the preservation of these. There
are tangible and intangible materials that could be useful in order to tell a story. To this end,
digital techniques can help us in creating good archives that could be available through the
internet for a wide range of people. This is an important application of new technology in
order to preserve memories and transfer those to the next generation. Another point is some
aspects related to the cultural heritage at risk. Some posters from Nepal dealt with the
earthquake in 2015 which caused great damages to the cultural heritage of Kathmandu.
And, this reminded me of the severe flood affecting Florence in November 1966 in Italy, in
which a very large number of the art masterpieces held there were destroyed. We have to
take care of the cultural heritage because it is a benchmark of the achievement of our culture.
Thirdly, it was interesting to see different approaches related to reconstruction. Some
remains, ruins and broken buildings can be a witness of what happened in the past, which
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I believe should be preserved, as one poster discussed with the stone monuments. However,
there is a conflict of attitude between those who want to rebuild everything as it was and
where it was, and the others who want to preserve something just to testify the effects of the
disaster. It is important to have equilibrium. The fourth point is about the importance of
combining two issues: not only telling stories, but also involving universities and research
Institutions in improving the preparedness of the people with correct data and phenomena
explanation. Similarly, the training of storytellers is another important matter. For example,
in Vajoint where in 1963 one of the most disastrous landslides in the Alps occurred claiming
almost 2,000 lives in Italy and where I often bring study groups, I hear from time to time
the storytellers not telling the correct story from scientific point of view. There are two
different ways in which I can tell a story: speaking to the head of the people, i.e. providing
with data a clear view of what happened, and speaking to the heart of the people, i.e.
providing a story emotionally with shocking photos, etc. With this respect, I quote a Greek
saying “in medio stat virtus” or “Virtue stands in the middle”. In conclusion, I will summarize
everything with one single key word: inclusiveness. All scientists, be it human sciences,
health sciences, engineers, social scientists, psychologists, economists along with the general
public should all be brought together in order to reach our ultimate goal: safe life for the

future generations.

KA E (ARSI E) | Shingo Nagamatsu, Chair of the Plenary Session, General
Managing Chair of the Breakout Sessions:
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Session A mentioned the importance of not only informing facts and phenomena but also the
role of art and culture, which was very interesting. The theme of session B, i.e. tourism, is
new which was not discussed in the 2010 TeLL-Net Forum. We decided to bring it in as a
new way of storytelling. The session discussed very interesting keywords, i.e. AAA:
attraction, accessibility, and amenity. Session C, under the theme: local community, touched
upon innovative measures like gamification and the importance of the role of researchers
including ourselves. The theme of session D, i.e., geoparks, is also new. It is interesting to
note that, over the last ten years, such new ways of storytelling have been emerging. It is
also noteworthy that geoparks talk not only about geological phenomena but also about
people and society as well. Session E touched upon, among others, the issue of sustainability
by discussing Mt. Asama’s eruption of 237 years ago, which provided another new angle. The
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theme of session F, i.e., exchange, was unclear to me in the beginning. However, having
learned that geoparks talk about the interaction between people and nature; communities
talk about the people in communities; remains talk about places; and observing that a wide
variety of participants in this hall talk about various types of storytelling, I have just come

to appreciate that exchange is also a very important subject.

O Za7—mbmdaRA b [ Comments from the floor

o BTN NY (VNFRAH) [Sarwar Bari, Pattan Development Organization, Pakistan:

FEEEETIE, REICOWTHELIDIL, LEUSHBETIVWHABTEZIT TWAEETHY
ZDOXIRANTEZBIIRENLCHEZFLIENTELZD, BT LHELL DB LWHEEOFZ
RELTVDIDIT TIERNZ ERH D, KENRFEHLIZKWEWIFFELH DL Z LICHLHE
TREThH D,

It should be noted that in some countries most of the vocal people are rich, often men, well
educated - people who may not be affected very badly. Women cannot be reached out, because
men are the gatekeepers as well. If we are telling stories of disaster, it is very important to

make sure that the stories are also coming from women.
e YUy wU—F (RUF ) /Saja Majeed, South Eastern University, Sri Lanka:

MBI R DN RVIRBICELI N TWS ] & —THICEELNDEENHH 0. B LT
EDRDH, BB ﬂ%@ﬁ@ﬁu%ﬁﬁﬁéMgﬁhéo_®i9&_k_owf®ﬁ4F§
A IHERIVIEEREIRE S LUy,

There should be ethical considerations in telling stories and posting pictures. Sometimes
disaster victims are shown as hopeless people; but ethical considerations should be given to
such cases, similar to ethical clearance in the case of research. If the forum could develop a
kind of ethical guideline, that could be helpful.

e Jidtdh (BHA) /IsaoArai, NPO Sunflower's Dream, Japan:

MEIE THRL) Thd L Bo TiEE 2k TE,

Based on my many-year engagement as a storyteller in Kobe, I propose the word “Ongaeshi”
as the spirit of storytelling, i.e. to offer kindness to the listeners of storytelling in return for

the kindness that we received when we were a victim.

O FkiZMiT T / For the Future
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~v—l—r AYU— [Marlene Murray

ZDT7F =7 LD 3 AMITESAZERTHY . WAHAALRLZSDE, HEALERILI V=TI
WHZEEBEVICHE Y, ZoMEE A L TITI U, REWBVWZ L6 T 2 EMRHEKD,

I have just been amazed at what the people in this room are working on in so many different
countries. I am proud to be a part of this group. We are all doing such great work and such
important work. If we continue doing what we are doing, we can make a tremendous

difference. All of us should be congratulated.
A 717 7 |Ikaputra

KEORERZIEN L THESTDHITITE D LEL BWONICOWTESEWVEES Th - 72, X
REFHEORREDO LD, VA R—7  PiRA R M ThHY, HFiEE, J=2— /TA%“

HY—Y XL ETHD, BMLFHELII2=T 4B ENTED, HME L HB%
THN, ERBNREERONEND ZEHEZ RN EWNIT R0,

The 2020 TeLL-Net Forum is about education on how we save our life based on our live
experiences. Sources of learning can be disaster remains, experiences themselves, geoparks,
disaster events, etc. Methods used can be museums, disaster tourism, or others. Sources and
methods can be obtained from within communities. Another question is as to how

educational materials can be developed and who can be teachers.
X2 )L Z XYy [ Gilim Tanircan

T V=7 & LT My admEsids &kﬂ£®% ENHLEL DI EEFALTND Z EIZDNT
FHERH LN, T THEmSNTVLOREVMRED L I b DOBMTHONTWNDNE D HidEER
?%50%?47®xpi#%migf%éom0¢% B, AT« TICREfR S, A
SNTWDZERNHLDT, (DA RTA VDU ETHD,

Turkey learned a lot from past earthquakes and improved earthquake codes and building
codes significantly. However, storytelling has not been working at all. The media should play
an important role in disseminating knowledge and information, touching people's hearts,
and alerting people to disaster. But, media sometimes gives priority to increasing ratings

and not to disseminating knowledge. There should be some kind of guidelines.
A7 7t aE4 [Ibrahim Komoo

CHAN=TIEIRNLT IO TaIa =T 4 BNZTANRT W T eI ATHS, HES
L OBEOREIZED A THNDN, AN LREER FFEETIZI Y TiE Ry, UF
R—=7 1%, :i::%4:ﬁ%%%k%#ﬁ%;%ﬁ%lhfwéoHKT@% TR LT
BT, FICZOREFOFBE VSTV Z ENEETH D,

Geoparks are one of the programs that are accepted by communities because they are a
bottom-up process. They focus on the conservation of geological heritage, which
unfortunately is not being preserved in developing countries. Geoparks also focus on tourism
that can bring income to the community. In Japan, we must also tell stories, particularly in

an area that is struck by disaster. The story about disasters should be the main activity.
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RN—/v 27— [Paul Millar

HERIR AL AUR A BN IR 2 M TH 5, KEOFHE S p L2l U THha OiTE 2 X
ELERADTCODINA v =D 2 HTNE TERWD RERIARISK L TEH oA E 5~
SHEZE A, JIELHZL > TRORESQPEF 2T 203 MAORLELVALXTHD Z
LaEZRLEE, BxlTNEGDOE TZOREEARREICI Hie~E &5,

In the context of disasters, global warming and climate change is something that no one who
follows the science and understands what is going on can ignore. I wonder whether we need
to send some stronger messages about the things that we can do, like telling live lessons
about disasters and encourage major behavioral changes that we could collectively make?
As our obligation to future generations, and considering that many of the people most
affected will be the poorest people in the world, I would encourage all of us to deal with this
very difficult topic. I believe a collection of concerned people from around the world, like

those here in the Tell-Net forum, have the ability to make a change.
Tz« 774 b [ Eko Agus Prawoto:

THUTZ A OATEL AL DO FEDOIRE, HERREDL Z 210 h 9 —EHEZ2MIT XL 5, B2 B3
MTEDDOMN, METREBEON, EZFEFTREIREN, FIETEHMIROEZETENE
HHDIZKDDDONEEZ, A= HDOASEPNTWHIRNSOR k%2 B < FfE L2 b7z
A

The land is the generator of the whole knowledge about the life of the culture of human
beings. We have to go back to listen to the earth. To understand our position and think for
the future, we have to try to find balance again as to what we can do, what we should do and

how far we should go, which part should be from outside and which part from inside.
T LH N NZX—] [ Alessandro Pasuto

HARIKREFLEZ L TWLRKET, KEZOHDITEARTIIZRY, HEBEE S KIS Z O
DHARBRITT X THAFAELTNZEDTHY . ZnbbE 52 L7, AP HRICK
THIEERTO &EE, TNRKFOHRBLRDDI,

Nature is our mother. But it is only the phenomena that cause the disaster, not the disaster
itself. Earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes, and other phenomena have existed since the
beginning, and will continue to exist until the end. It should be noted that when humans go

against nature this is the cause of disasters.
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HERE MAKREFEIVMREI Ry hU—2 (TR v M) FERE / Yoshinobu Fukasawa,

Secretary, International Network on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters (TeLL-Net)

2020 -7 4 —TF L LT ARy MIEOWRTH D, 74 —T DA 37 MIBME L= & X
FREVR—BETH D, TRy MIT 4+ —F LOBNEHFFT 220U Th Y EHNIC
T TATE T2, —HRWAWART —vTilm L7z, Zhn&onideioT, 7Ry B
DR OB T CTHIEHIL L TWS ZEEEY, 7oA AT v 7 R EBIEH L THETZN,
Bl 21X, 2005 F-D/RF AL o RKHED 1 5 HFEFEZFMET DB, Z 28 ) FEOBRE
IZHBMEFEFOINT =5 E 90y, HDHWE, 2013 FEDBRTRWEELZIF -7 4 U E IO
THEETHD, ZDEIRaia=r—Ta 2SS E T, IHRASHTHEOMKE 21T T
WL 72D DENE L TWETW, BFERIZIZIEEOZHE R ENRH L0 Ry, £D X 57k
BTHLT ARy FaBE L CTHAOFEYMEEBREDNFZEDOE A v E—VERETELELR
U,

TeLL-Net (International Network of Telling Live Lessons from Disasters) and the 2020
Forum (2020 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters): those are both
wheels on the same cart. The 2020 Forum is a one-time event that can convey messages
rather strongly but the impact of which can fade down quickly. TeLL-Net is expected to be a
sort of platform through which the same issues are addressed but perhaps with less impact.
We were hoping that the 2020 Forum would serve as a good opportunity to give a boost to
TeLL-Net towards more dynamic activities and impact. We as initiators, myself, in particular,
have not been able to make it as active as we hoped because of other engagements and
priorities. The 2020 Forum has been greatly successful, giving TeLL-Net enough fuel to go
further. It will function as a good venue where we can get together, stimulate each other
continuously, and where dialogues and communications happen regularly. To this end, the
TeLL-Net Facebook account has already been set up. This will help strengthen interaction
among TelLL.-Net members significantly. For example, if Pakistan considers organizing an
event this year in commemoration of the 15th anniversary of the earthquake that hit the
country in 2005, such information can be communicated to TeLL-Net members and some
input from other countries may be welcomed. The same can be considered in 2023 for the
Philippines as well for Typhoon Yolanda which hit Tacloban and other areas in 2013. Several
TeLLL-Net members may join such events and help the organizers deepen discussion and
strengthen messages. We hope this kind of interactive communication and mutual help will
continue and gain momentum worldwide. In some years, there may be a greater
international occasion such as a UN conference in which TeLL-Net may be given an
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opportunity to raise the collective voice on the importance of preserving and passing down
the memories of live experiences in disasters. The secretariat of the 2020 TeLL-Net Forum
extends profound appreciation to all the attendees for their active participation, and thanks

them also in advance for their continued support to TeLL-Net.
O JEEE#ESE | Closing Remark by the Chair

e JkfafH# / Shingo Nagamatsu

B4 B E IR RER 2R L TR o3, ko
RERE . BOORRERE DT v v 7 E2 KU TAEEXT
XL, BUWMI K IcHEEE L TE 7, AHFHITHK
BRIEENTESTZ, BBOMESIITAT T 4T 472D
720 EWOFERILE THIICE B, ZEl (Ly RAY)
LWV BEEIITE T OB H o7, Pdh - IREERE

KEFED DL, EHE THIE THRIZYL DD, LW E

BB 72T IR W T 72, BEDOEEN DD 72T
TR, EBDLIZENTAT T AT AZEDLDT, #
KB > TEEEETVWDHIETHH D, Enb 2,
HEDNREZIRS Z & KERREZRIZTHZ LI
BITHEET 5, T L CGHEVMERT AT T 4T 4D
RETHDHETNE, ZIIWCERZEIT D Z LI MEEEETLZ L THDH, A AEL
THEHEL, BOE2LW0WH 2L, TRy MIZIWOIFEEBTIERWnE o7,

I did not personally experience the 1995 Hanshin Awaji Great Earthquake. This has been
making me feel a gap in knowledge and emotion between myself and survivors, and I have
been working hard as a disaster researcher to fill this gap. In the tone-setting talk this
morning, Mr. Hayashi gave us an idea that storytelling was all about the identity of tellers,
which made great sense to me. I was feeling somewhat uncomfortable that the term TeL.L-
Net 1s comprised of, among others, the word “lesson”, because I believe that the meaning of
the storytelling is much more than mere telling practical lessons. I further believe that the
storytelling by the survivors from the 1995 Kobe Earthquake will still be greatly relevant
even in a different context such as the next disaster in Tokyo, not necessarily because the
lessons in Kobe will be technically useful, but because telling their disaster story is vivid
proof that they are still alive, which makes up a major part of their identity as a survivor or
as a Kobe native. That’s why we have a strong empathy with the young people who sang
about the disaster in their songs, and with the painter who paints the experiences. If all are
true, listening to a disaster story must be treating its teller’s life with respect. In this sense,
I have come to think that TeLL-Net is all about acknowledgment, embracement, and
encouragement of others worldwide through sharing harsh but meaningful experiences in

disasters.
(3) PA& (131 15 43~13 I 30 47) / Closing Remarks (13:15—13:30)

O /HERHEE 2020 HFKEFFBVHE 7 +—F LFITEERS FBE / lkuo Kobayashi, Chairman
of the Implementing Committee of 2020 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from
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Disasters

AR N2 o 2T —< I~ A AT 4 T,
HE.ICT LW o72b Db T2, Bz 22K
DB HI B 22T e & 2o T2, REILAKEER Y 41
BTN FEOREE LI E W I EEE 7 4+ — T A
OFITERHEL L2, [EHZRUNICAZ TV
ZHlEnH Izl FREEEHIICHITCE ST
ZEEN, BIACLEIBRALIEY,

We would have liked to deal with other themes such as mass media, education, and ICT;
however, we had to eliminate those themes due to various restrictions. We will discuss such
themes in the next round of TeLL-Net Forum. At the beginning of this Form, I spoke about
what the storytelling is. I meant “let us value every single day, and live on”. This was my

message to myself, and to all the participants as well.

THEEHEE O 5 TRKRE 21 i 7E#EE R / Makoto lokibe, President, Hyogo
Earthquake Memorial, 21 Century Research Institute

KEDORBRLFLIEN, 22D EEAL, R 2SRE I
LD DOIXRET 3720, LosLEEROE, §
FFOIRSNDEWVWH Z L ThD, HAITHIE
OIFEHAICH V| BUKEITEEIC I VLS %
HLTWD, TxlILINOORERL HFYRECTE
TIEWT 72, Lo BV Z LT, kst
BETHULENRD D,

KEOKBRITIEF M THY , —ANOEDVEI A M=V =055, FAILHBEEORETOFE
T, 1A 17T BT R—r &R BIRNVKEBRTH AR E Lz, BERICHEZRENZRKLT
HETE Lol BONEREL TWAHETIERhol, TOREZETETKRDOLRNE
WORBEEZRCDHMECTH T, ELETHSTMITROFEAES T NERoT-, PVHERIZIE
R 2 DKEETH-oT-, SEEARKWVENO G, RALEDLDRNRNo T,

IREDRKNINHERB 2B b, FEE o 3 NiFxBiMEEics 2 L rotz, KA —FITK
ZELELLTNE, 1 AL TR EIHIRKHMT LI ENTETHTERD & FIRITKE
Hohote, B, EFTOLO T2 B/ ORBZEIIEK T, BIEANTSH THRDIR
WT U RELEEE-T, BIiSATELEELE I ICHEEZROBKIAD X OIZED ThoTz,
e R &0, R FIZOE VI B TRV, 2EDOAZLIZZAZRICEL LTK
hfwé\mﬁ_hﬁ_a<bf%%o1wék\%:fﬂﬁ@bfﬁbto

ZD1 6 FRICHARRELNREE L, BRI ORETE > 728ME, B O 15 B
DHMOHBROKEHNPH Y, Zhasl &% T5 T LIz, KHOFEHNT, IKE TEHEIZR-
TZRFDRBRIZEE S W TR O T, KFITNEER D IZEZICTHR I DDOEN S, ERIEFEKE TS
L7y, E2TEE Th o 9 R — F?é\@&EEiT%5®U®_k%?é\%
NBRDTHIZ Tz, TNETOHARD Rbhiz2 0] LEbNTHWHhT, ERBIOR
RIFHH 22T 72, L, EHZ e 72000 & BIETLHO TR, HEO-OIZIX
HBiZ L THXA D& BT, fim, ERO 6 FID3RT 5 THEShiz,
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Bt K FL DR E & 1BV CTik, FUTREAR DO RZDOHFRDOFRICH - 72, D 44FHITHIENE
ol WHENMERERESDOEELZ L TUELWE W OT, THEAE L —flcbitiFEs L=,
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ZITEHOREZM LTz, BRLOWMEORIE T, RELRBIZESTZREART 2o
TEANDGET Lo AEETLY ] EEDLTRLE,

—HBIZE, BASADHEER DO FEIETEL DANEEZIALRN L, 7T — MIOWTOHKm
Do To, BINKBHWTZE R ilﬁlﬁ(?)ﬁ VNI HILTUW e, A TR & FEEO
BRFFCHIR TV D, LocL, IR - BB RERZOE BT, EMEIILOHD 560055
DDLMETTR Y KRR %Lﬁoto&fiﬁﬁkm¥fm%fwé ZTNEMEZS bR
SHRIZT D, BINKORYL, 270 TRS EEBEN, 25, TEH & AEORFFITID TV
Do THUTEARIZEBRFTH, 2B TV EWIIRFEE R > TN D KU T,

2= T LR E BEONEMEY ZFEVHEITNA, MZSNET— FbEIELTOX vk
HV%%% ZOWMBEEOHF T, FEVMENENINTND, RBROBULOEMIL, FRDK
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720N,

It is inevitable that the experiences and memories of disasters when one moves far from the
place and time passes. Important thing is that disasters occur repeatedly. Japan has entered
the period that earthquakes occur actively and meteorological disasters are augmenting
powers. We must not forget such experiences as something in the past. We must remember

those as the base for our preparedness for future.

Disaster experiences are very personal. Everybody has his/her own story. In my case, on
January the 17th, in my house in Kobe, I woke up suddenly at an extraordinarily great shock
which I could not realize what that was. Immediately I felt an extremely violent shake and
I realized that it was an earthquake. But it was not the earthquake that I knew. I felt as if
the earthquake had a clear intention not to end the shaking until it destroyed my house and
killed me. We lost 37 students at Kobe University where I used to work then. It was a
monstrous shock to see full of dead bodies in a small space. I lost my words, but I did not cry

as a grown-up person.

A friend of mine in Hiroshima invited us to evacuate there, and we decided that my wife and
three children would go there. My friend’s family were very kind to take care of them. One
month later, I was finally able to visit there and noticed that my family looked quite happy.
The next morning, the girls in the neighborhood came to pick up my little youngest 6-year
old daughter to go to school together. She took on a red-color school bag on her back which
was given by my friend and she hopped down the stairs joyfully with a full of smile. That
made me emotionally realize that Kobe was not alone, Kobe was being helped this much by
the people throughout the country, and my daughter was being taken care of this much
kindly. Then, I shed tears for the first time.
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Sixteen years later, the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred. While I was the President
of the National Defense Academy, upon the request from the Prime Minister, I decided to
take the chairmanship of The Reconstruction Design Council in response to the Great East
Japan Earthquake. I set up the primary policy of the Council based on my experience of how
we were helped in Hiroshima. Disasters occur one after another anywhere. There is no other
way but to address the calamity as the whole nation. No matter where it happens, other
areas extend support to the damaged area, and the government and the nation do as much
as possible. That was my policy. When we launched a proposal on the taxation for
reconstruction, we were criticized against the background that Japan had been in the long
and endless economic slump i.e. “the lost 20 years”. However, I was convinced that rather
than abandoning the disaster-hit areas due to lack of financial resources, the country should
support the affected area even with a tax increase. Eventually, the reconstruction tax was

introduced with the support of 60% of the whole nation.

After I retired as the President of the National Defense Academy, I was in the position of the
President of one of the universities in Kumamoto. In the fourth year, the Kumao Earthquake
occurred. Upon request of the Prefecture Governor, I assumed the chairmanship of the
Reconstruction Committee of Kumamoto Prefecture along with Prof. Kawata. One day, 1
happened to hear a local broadcasting station in Kumamoto broadcasting the song “Bring
happiness to the world” (NB). The first verse of the song went “Kobe, hurt by the earthquake,
let us bring Kobe back to the original shape --- Kobe will be born again” and the second
verse went “Kumamoto, hurt by the earthquake, let us bring Kumamoto back to the original
shape --- Kumamoto will be born again”. This is the moment that I shed tears for the second
time. In Kumamoto which was hit so harshly, I refreshed my determination with my tears
to “value every single day, and live on even on behalf of those who had to die” along with my
beloved hometown Kobe. (NB: A famous song that was composed by Mr. Usui in Kobe
right after the 1995 earthquake, which is now sung in many disaster-hit areas in and out of

Japan.)

As for the Forum, on the first day, I really enjoyed the active talk and moderation of Mr.
Horiuchi who walked around freely right and left in the hall and brought in many
participants to the dialogue, and I appreciated the discussion on the art. Mr. Kagawa’s
gigantic paintings were drawn on rectangular canvases. Rectangular is composed of
horizontal and vertical. But, in Kobe after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, everything
including buildings was slanted and bent with all random angles, which made me mentally
distressed. Vertical and horizontal compose the order. Earthquakes devastate the order. Mr.
Kagawa’s painting was miserable in terms of each micro element; however, all the elements
are placed within the ordered framework of vertical and horizontal. I felt his sense of order
in that, no matter how miserable circumstances he is under, Mr. Kagawa is determined to

restart from there.

I noticed various types of storytelling such as museums whereby storytelling is conducted

with the help of science and technology, and messages whereby heart-touching art is

mobilized. In these ways, storytelling is given life. The issue of fading cannot be ignored

when we consider the importance of disaster management in the future. We must place

importance on the motivation which drives storytelling. In this sense, I believe that some
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kind of community is needed whereby people discuss storytelling. And, I have happily
realized that there is already such a community in place at the international level. I should
therefore like to express my heartfelt appreciation to those who took the trouble of traveling

from all over the world, Kobe citizens, and everyone.

BEBD. RRIKEAZANECC

TR

ternational Forum o

N EBFRARAKE 7 —HE |

East Building of Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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EHa{AHl / Support Setting

A - B © 2020 HERKEB O ME 7 4 — T LKERAR

Support and advice: Supporting Committee of 2020 International Forum on Telling Live

Lessons from Disasters

ek K4 T 6

Title Name Affiliation

ZAR FFE = SeJi R

Chairman Toshizo IDO Governor, Hyogo Prefecture

%8 HLF- 52 fie] PR T fe e PR

Member Terutsugu YAMAHIRA Chief Crisis Management Officer, Kobe City

%8 MBS ESRVR T B F YN DAY B R S R i B e R S

Member Haruo HAYASHI President, National Research Institute for Earth Science
and Disaster Resilience

%8 IS/ MSEATBOE N IEIRS 7B L 4

Member Hiroshi KATO Board Member, Japan International Cooperation Agency

%B8 TE R O x5 ZESGLE 21 AR R

Member Makoto IOKIBE President, Hyogo Earthquake Memorial, 21 Century
Research Institute

%B8 {#] FH 2 Borp - RS RERIGL S N &SRkt 7 —kK

Member Yoshiaki KAWATA The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Memorial
Executive Director, Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution (DRI)

%B8 IINRARS I HRKEFFEVMRE Ry U —2 (Txy ) 83, 2020

Member Ikuo KOBAYASHI WREEHYME 7 +— T LFITEREE

Representative, International Network of Telling Live
Lessons from Disasters (TeLL-Net); Chairman,

Implementing Committee

T - FEE 2020 AR EFRVME 7+ — T LFETEER

Organization and implementation: Implementing Committee of International Forum on

Telling Live Lesson from Disasters

s K4 IR

Title Name Affiliation

ZER TN HRKEFOMRE Ry F T =7 K

Chairman Tkuo KOBAYASHI Representative, International Network of Telling Live
Lessons from Disasters

ZR LT NFSCALAITTERERS [ S7 R TR

Member Isao HAYASHI I T ¢ — /L FRIEARSEE H

Professor, Department of Cross-Field Research, National

Museum of Ethnology
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3 Mok % USRS B S FE T a3

Member Norio MAKI Professor, Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto
University

%58 INEPAR— ALK S E A E BT T AT %

Member Yuichi ONO Professor, International Research Institute of Disaster
Science, Tohoku University

%8 KA L P PNE e =7 ee ot SHIE 62

Member Shingo NAGAMATSU Professor, Faculty of Societal Safety Sciences, Kansai
University

%8 EEESICIDN REAR A REACRI A HEE B A HE 2

Member Naoto TANAKA Associate Professor, Kumamoto Innovative Development
Organization (KIDO), Kumamoto University

%8 FHFRE AESFEEEN R S 2 A HEE B AR R

Member Kunihiko HIRAI Advisor, Chuetsu Organization for Safe and Secure
Society

ZR )8 Fate b D KO 4 EHR

Member Hiroyoshi NISHI Honorable President, Inamura-no-Hi no Yakata

ZR $E s JCEBRAZ IR A

Member Masaru SAKATO Former Board Member, The Japan Foundation

ZB ST MSAATBOE NERS B BRI TE & o 7 — (JICA BTE) Fri

Member Yasuko NISHINO Director, JICA Kansai Center, Japan International
Cooperation Agency

%R EnARGL TIUTRKE o —iR

Member Koji SUZUKI Executive Director, Asia Disaster Reduction Center

%8 5 F Ok 5 TRKELE 21 HACHT S sl B =

Member Yoshinari FUJTWARA Vice President, Hyogo Earthquake Memorial - 21
Century Research Institute

%8 Bzt CODE i S E IRt o & —HF R E

Member Masamichi YOSHITSUBAKI Secretary-General, Citizens towards Overseas Disaster
Emergency (CODE)

%8 Ve R T PHE TR AR AR R R

Member Etsuko NISHIUMI Editorial Director, Kobe Shimbun

%A R ACH NHK 5 ik Rk

Member Tsunataro ITO Director of Kobe Station, dJapan Broadcasting
Corporation (NHK)

%8 ARH L e o B A U BB S A R R

Member Katsuhiko MORITA Director-General Disaster Management & Planning
Bureau, Hyogo Prefectural Government

%R 5 HE T faE PR &

Member Eiji BABA Director, Crisis Management Office, Kobe City

%R [ESEJESE N EBSARAE 7 =R ERA R (T 0% v MEY)

Member Yoshinobu FUKASAWA (P BARSE (1K) %)

Research Fellow in charge of TeLLL.-Net, DRI
(Nish-Nippon Railroad Co. Ltd.)
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WHIEB Ay ik A SRR B RS 0=

Cooperating | Atsuko ITO Associate Professor, Faculty of Contemporary Social

Member Studies, Kobe Gakuin University

WmhZER FRAARIT PR 2B R B A 2R

Cooperating | Nobue FUNAKI Associate Professor, Faculty of Contemporary Social

Member Studies, Kobe Gakuin University

WhZEE KAH FF R P B RS R U B

Cooperating | Yuka MIZUMOTO Associate Professor, Faculty of Contemporary Social

Member Studies, Kobe Gakuin University

WhZEE BRAE 36 S ST RS R I AR BRUESR I JE R B

Cooperating | Mayumi SAKAMOTO Associate Professor, Graduate School of Disaster

Member Resilience and Governance, University of Hyogo
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Cooperating | Elizabeth MALY Associate Professor, International Research Institute of

Member Disaster Science, Tohoku University
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Cooperating | Shosuke SATO Associate Professor, International Research Institute of

Member Disaster Science, Tohoku University
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Cooperating | Masahiro SAWADA Associate Professor, Graduate School of Disaster

Member Resilience and Governance, University of Hyogo
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Cooperating | Yoshihiro WATANABE Team Leader for Policy Promotion, Retrofitting

Member Promotion Division, Building Guidance Department,
Housing and City Bureau, Kobe City
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Cooperating | Tomomi MIYAZAKI Living Environment Revitalization Support Division,

Member Kobe Housing & Urban Development Corporation,
General Incorporated Association
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Cooperating | Chisako OMUTA News Division Deputy Manager,

Member Mainichi Broadcasting System, Inc.
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Cooperating | Andrew Mitchell Special Researcher, Kumamoto University

Member
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Secretariat | Toru IKEDA Deputy Executive Disaster, Disaster Reduction and

Head Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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Secretariat | Makoto SAKAMOTO Deputy Executive Disaster, Disaster Reduction and
Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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Secretariat | Hiroshi TAJIHI Director, Department of Research, Disaster Reduction

and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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FHRA AT NEBSFNet v 7 —F¥ERE

Secretariat | Ryusuke IMAI Director, Project Department, Disaster Reduction and
Human Renovation Institution (DRI)

FHRA )| A5 NEISRARN R 7 —EEER

Secretariat | Anna MATSUKAWA Researcher, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation
Institution (DRI)

FERA Tt N EBSERKE v & —ETTE R

Secretariat | Zi YANG Researcher, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation
Institution (DRI)

FHRE HHIET N EBEFRFE v & —iFEMfB B

Secretariat | Atsuko AOTANI Research assistant, Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution (DRI)

FHREA RINMEZE ARt E b < EWOREKREGTK

Secretariat | Yoshimi AMAKAWA President,Community/Communication/Co-operative
Space
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Secretariat | Masahiko MURATA Professor, Faculty of Management, Kansai University of
International Studies
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Secretariat | Yoshinobu FUKASAWA (FHHASGE () #%)
Research Fellow in charge of TeLL.-Net, DRI
(Nish-Nippon Railroad Co. Ltd.)
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Secretariat: Secretariat: Secretariat of 2020 International Forum on Telling Live Lessons

from Disasters
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Co-organizers: Hyogo Earthquake Memorial, 21 Century Research Institute, Disaster
Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI), Hyogo Prefecture, Kobe City, Kobe
Housing & Urban Development Corporation, Kobe Machizukuri Hall, JSPS Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research(A) ‘Materializing and Narrating Collective Memories of Calamities
and Education for Disaster Reduction’(Grant No. 18H03595)
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Cooperation: Disaster Reduction Alliance (Chairman: Makoto IOKIBE, President, Hyogo
Earthquake Memorial 21th Century Research Institute / members: Asian Disaster
Reduction Center, Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research, Disaster Reduction
and Human Renovation Institution, Education and Research Center for Disaster Reduction
(ERCDR), University of Hyogo, Graduate School of Disaster Resilience and Governance,
University of Hyogo, Hyogo Earthquake Engineering Research Center, Hyogo Earthquake
Memorial 21th Century Research Institute, Hyogo Emergency Medical Center, Hyogo
Institute for Traumatic Stress, International EMECS Center, Institute for Global
Environmental Strategies, International Recovery Platform (IRP), Japan International
Cooperation Agency Kansai international Center, Japanese Red Cross Hyogo Chapter,
Japanese Red Cross Kobe Hospital, Kobe Local Meteorological Office, United Nations
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) Office in Japan, United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Kobe Office, World Health
Organization Centre for Health Development (WHO Kobe Centre))
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Grant : The Japan Foundation Asia Center, Grant Program for Promotion of Cultural

Collaboration
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Funding from private companies: Japan Tobacco Inc., NHK Promotions Inc., Daiwa Lease
Co., Litd., AIG Institute, Nishi-Nippon Railroad Co., Ltd., Hankyu Corporation, West Japan
Railway Company, Matsuoka Realty Co., Litd., Morimoto Warehouse Co. Ltd., SHINMEI Co.,
LTD.
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Other cooperation from private companies: NHK Promotions Inc., Japan Geopark

Committee, Freundleave
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Supported: Japan International Cooperation Agency Kansai Center, National Museum of
Ethnology, Ministries, United Nations Human Settlement Program (UN-Habitat) Regional
Office for Asia and the Pacific, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cabinet Office (Director General

for Disaster Management)
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Afterword

I came to know the issue of “storytelling” for the first time when I worked as Deputy Executive
Director of Disaster Reduction and Human Institution (DRI) in Kobe from 2002 to 2005. In DRI, the
storytellers tell their stories which strike our hearts very strongly. Photos of collapsed houses and
devastated streets are exhibited with some brief memos which explain the background of the photos,
which actually conveys the deep feelings and emotions of the person who took such photos. There
are over 800 exhibition items. In the beginning, I was overwhelmed by the amount of information. I
was completely lost as to how I should understand it. Later, when I had some time to study several
items closely and carefully, I painfully empathized with the minds and hearts of the people who went
through the disaster process from the onset of the disaster through the reconstruction phase, and I
was shocked with the greatly strong impact that storytelling produces.

Then I began to think that I would like to deliberate more on how the strong power of storytelling
influences individuals and society, inform the significance of storytelling widely to in and out of the
country, and continue this quest even after the completion of my assignment in DRI. How significant
is the storytelling to storytellers themselves? How significant is it to ordinary citizens in disaster-
hit areas? Can it be of any help in regaining motivation and energy towards reconstruction? Can it
be a driving force to put the knowledge of disaster risk reduction into practice for the next
generations or even for the people who have not experienced a disaster in other areas? How can the
exhibition be made more effective in conveying messages? How should we deal with individual
storytelling activities which carry very strong power but are subjective and fragmented by nature as
opposed to the complex and multifaceted disaster process which must be understood

comprehensively?

In this time-around Forum, thanks to the valuable cooperation by many researchers of disaster
risk reduction area, 6 breakout sessions, namely, Role of Museums in Telling Live Lessons, Disaster
Tourism: a Tool for Telling Live Lessons, Telling Live Lessons and Community, Geopark and Telling
Live Lessons, Disaster Remains and Passing-on of Memories, and Inter-regional Disaster
Cooperation: Keeping Memories Alive, were organized and the discussions were very fruitful. The
proposal by Prof. Kawata, Executive Director of DRI to publish picture books for telling stories of

disasters is another achievement that can grow as a larger movement in the future.



This Forum has also triggered an important move towards publication of a special edition of an
academic journal in English and its Japanese version in parallel which discuss various key aspects
of storytelling such as its significance, methodologies, etc. In this Forum, storytelling is perceived as
something whereby one dares to value the painful experiences and/or emotions during disasters,
intentionally remembers such things, recollects those once in a while, and often proactively shares
stories with others. It is not only about informing lessons and knowledge as mere information, but
it is about something whereby the receivers of storytelling profoundly empathize with those who tell
stories. It is not only by oral communication but also often by monuments, artifacts, artworks, etc.
Thus, it is not easy to explain the concept of storytelling concisely in Japanese. It may be even more
so in other languages. The above-mentioned special edition of the journal intends to systematically
conceptualize the conducts of storytelling and to ambitiously launch the result of the study globally.

This Forum was also a good opportunity to further vitalize and strengthen the International
Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters (TeLL-Net). TeLL-Net is a venue where those
individuals and organizations who are engaged in preserving and passing on live experiences and
memories of disasters i.e. telling live lessons or storytelling, exchange and learn from each other
beyond borders. I hope to continue my effort to further augment the momentum that was given
during the Forum. I will also be happy to see that this network begins to even support various
storytelling activities in different countries. With this respect, continued support by many partners

would be much appreciated.

Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the participants of 2020
International Forum on Telling Live Lessons from Disasters who delivered many valuable
presentations and inputs, all the session chairs who kindly spared valuable time to plan, prepare
and coordinate the sessions, mobilize participants and manage the sessions as well as to cooperate
on the compilation of the report, all the members of the Supporting Committee and the
Implementing Committee, The Japan Foundation Asia Center and many other private companies
that generously extended powerful support / cooperation to this initiative, Hyogo Prefecture and
Kobe City as well as several other organizations as co-organizers, Cabinet Office (Director General
for Disaster Management) and several other supporting organizations, the friends and colleagues of
the secretariat who took trouble of processing enormous amount of logistical works, and my employer
Nishi-Nippon Railway Co., Ltd. which supported me in working on this initiative throughout the

whole process.

December 2020

Yoshinobu Fukasawa

Committee Member, Implementing Committee of 2020 TeLLL.-Net Forum
Secretary, International Network of Telling Live Lessons (TeLL-Net)
Research Fellow in charge of TeLL-Net, DRI

Overseas Business Department Director, Nishi-Nippon Railroad Co., Ltd.
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