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Disaster Countermeasures to Combat Climate Change II — Our First Step Toward a Nation Truly Committed to Disaster Resilience —
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Yoshiaki Kawata Chairperson, Disaster Reduction Alliance (DRA) / Executive Director, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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Eiichi Nakakita Professor Emeritus, Special Assistant to the President, Kyoto University
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Tomohito Yamada Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University
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Yoshiaki Kawata Chairperson, Disaster Reduction Alliance (DRA) / Executive Director, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI)
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Professor Emeritus,
Special Assistant to the President,
Kyoto University
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Freelance, Ph.D. in Science (Meteorology)
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Professor,
Graduate School of Engineering,
Hokkaido University
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He is a specially appointed professor (chair professor) at the Faculty of Societal Safety Sciences and the director of the
Research Center for Societal Safety Sciences at Kansai University. He has a Ph.D. in Engineering. He specializes in
disaster prevention, disaster risk reduction, and disaster resilience. He also concurrently serves as executive director
of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Memorial Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution. He was a
director of the Disaster Prevention Research Institute at Kyoto University and also a professor emeritus at Kyoto
University. He has received various awards, including the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction in 2007, the
Prime Minister’s Commendation to Contributors for Disaster Prevention in 2009, Hyogo Prefecture’s Award for Social
Contributions in 2010, Hyogo Prefecture’s Commendation for Distinguished Service in 2014, the Japan Society of Civil
Engineers Award for Distinguished Achievement in 2016, the Academia Prize in 2017, the Kobe Shimbun Peace Award
in 2018, the Japan River Association Award for Meritorious Achievement in 2022, the National Association of Sea
Coast Award for Meritorious Achievement in 2023, the Japan Society for Natural Disaster Science Award for
Distinguished Achievement in 2024, and the Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon in 2024. He
has served as president of the Japan Society for Natural Disaster Science and the Japan Society for Disaster
Information Studies.
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He was born in Osaka in 1959. After completing his studies at the Graduate School of Engineering at Kyoto University,
he worked as a research associate and an assistant professor at the Disaster Prevention Research Institute at Kyoto
University. He subsequently served as an associate professor at the Graduate School of Engineering at Kyoto
University and a professor at the Disaster Prevention Research Institute at Kyoto University before assuming his
current position in April 2025 as a Doctor of Engineering. During his career, he has concurrently held the positions of
visiting associate professor at the University of lowa, visiting research professor at the National University of
Singapore, director of the Disaster Prevention Research Institute at Kyoto University, and deputy executive director at
Kyoto University. His specialties are radar hydrology and hydrometeorology. He has been involved for many years in
forecasting heavy rain and floods using weather radar and assessing the extent to which climate change contributes
to disasters, as well as investigating disasters both in Japan and abroad, such as Hurricane Katrina. He also serves as
the chair of the Committee on Hydroscience and Hydraulic Engineering of the Japan Society of Civil Engineers. He has
been a leader in disaster prevention research, combining civil engineering and meteorology.
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He was born in Sendai in 1959. He studied the mechanisms for the explosive development of extratropical cyclones
during his doctoral program at the Atmosphere and Ocean Research Institute at the University of Tokyo, and he
subsequently earned a Ph.D. in Science after withdrawing from the program. He was affiliated with the Meteorological
Research Institute (MRI) of the Japan Meteorological Agency from the fourth year of his service. During this time, he
spent one year as a UCAR visiting researcher at the National Meteorological Center (now the National Centers for
Environmental Prediction [NCEP]) of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). He served as
senior director for research affairs at the MRI for two years, starting in FY2018, and he contributed as a lead author for
Working Group 1 of the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report from 2018 to 2023. Initially, he specialized in synoptic
meteorology, but during his time at the MRI, he transferred to a research group responsible for dynamical
downscaling of climate change information, so he shifted his research theme. He was also engaged in the practical use
of climate change prediction information. He retired from the MRI at the end of March 2024 after completing a
four-year reappointment term. Currently, he works freelance.
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He specializes in civil engineering, hydrology, hydraulics, statistics, meteorology, fluid dynamics, climate change
projection, and flood and storm risk assessment. He has been engaged in improving the accuracy of rainfall
predictions using climate models incorporating land—atmosphere interactions and in developing methods to quantify
flood risk using high-resolution ensemble climate projections. Based on these research achievements, he contributed
to the shift in science toward flood management planning that accounts for the impacts of climate change. In 2019,
he participated as a member of the Japanese government delegation at the 50th session of the subsidiary body of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bonn, reporting on Japan’s research
achievements in climate change projections and their application to flood control policy. Currently, he serves as the
principal investigator for Subproject B, “Promoting disaster prevention actions using risk information,” under the
“Development of a Resilient Smart Network System against Natural Disasters,” which is one of the target issues for the
Cabinet Office’s Third Phase of the Strategic Innovation Promotion Program (SIP), which promotes implementing risk
information technologies in society to support disaster responses by government agencies, businesses, and local
communities. In July 2024, he served as the chair of the organizing committee for the 9th Global Energy and Water
Exchanges Open Science Conference (GEWEX-OSC), establishing Japan’s first platform for scientific dialogue involving
relevant ministries and agencies.







