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A pre-evenl for the UN World Conference cn Disaster Reduction 2005, Hyoge
and 1o commemorate the Sih Asatrersary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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Time & Date: 8th February, 2004 (Sun.) 13:30~17:50
Venoe:  International Conference Center, Kobe

longuages: Japanese and English qwith simataneous interpretation)
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Disaster Reduction Forum 2004
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Iransier Live Lessons of Catastrophic Disasters
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The DRA (Disaster Reduction Alliance), comsisting of international disaster reduction related
orgunizations situated in HAT Kobe (New Eastern City Center), together with Hyogo Prefectural
Government, will be holding the Disaster Reduction Forum 2004, with the theme of ‘Transfer Live
Lessons of Catastrophic Disasters’, as a pre-event for the United MNations World Conference on
Disaster Reduction 2003, Hyogo, January 2005. The Forum will focus attention on the means by
which the wealth of valuable experience and the lessons learned from the Great Hanshin Awai
Earthquake, as well as from other disaster, have been passed on, or ‘transferred’, to others, and re-
iterate the importance of passing on such knowledge. In readiness for the UN Conference next vear,
people from all around the world who share an appreciation for this transfer, will join hands 1o
promote the importance of transferring the experience gaimed from catastrophic disasters,
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...towards an intellectval hub for disaster reduction
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The UN World Conference on Disaster Reduction 2005, Hyogo

In January of 20035, the year that marks the 10th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, the “UN World
Conference on Disaster Reduction 2005, Hyogo™ will be held in Kobe City, Hyogo Prefeciure, Japan and some other
Japancse cities.

The United Nation designated the 19940 as the “International Decade for Natwral Disaster Reduction”™ and, especially
in developing countrics. ha< been conducting many activities designed 1o dractically reduce the logs and damage thal
nalural disasters can bnng. In 1994, mid way through the decade, the UN World Conference on Disaster Reduction was
held in Yokohama. The “Yokohama Message® and “Yokohama Stralegy and Plan of Action for a Safer World®, both
calling for disssier prevealion: measurcs, were adopted al the conference, and intemational cooperastion for disasler
management and prevention (00K a major slep forward.

However, a number of large natural disasters, including the Great Hanshin:Awaji Earthquake, the Bam Earthquake in
Iran, and the Moods in Burope, have, neveriheless, occurred in the years since the Yokohama event, Therelore, we
consider it highly important to collect the lessons leamed from each devastated area, ensure that the knowledpe pained
becomes the shared property of all nations, and put it o good wse for making the 215t century world a safer place.

As disaster victims who went through and overcame o major catastrophe, we believe it is our responsibility 1o let
others know the many lessons and exXpenences wie leamed from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, Likewise we
believe we should develop an internalional disaster management siratlegy, actively cooperaling in ils promotion, with a
goal to contnbuting to the worldwide development of disaster prevention activilics.

Holding the UN World Conference on Disaster Reduction 2005, Hyogo in the very place whene a major canthguake
struck and during its 10hh anniversary year will be o significant new step that will benefit us all as well as the future,

We are planning to host this conference accompanied by the warm hospitality of local people who were in the
unmediate vicinily of the disaster and bring added significance to the oceasion through the involvement of Hyogo
Prefecture residents.

Conference Information

(1) Name: UN World Conference on Disaster Reduction
{2) Date: Janvary 18 (Tue.) 1o 22 (San), 2005
() Place: Kobe City in Hyogo Prefeciure and some other sites.,

(4) Participating Organizations: 190 UN members, UN Osganizations, related intemational organizations, NGOs,
academic socielics, privale companies, elc.



