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Born in the United Kingdom. As the Visiting Professor of the Resilience Centre of Cranfield University, Prof. Davis has
worked in the field of disaster management continually since 1972. He is also the Professor of Disaster Management in
Coventry University, Honorary Fellow in the Institute of Civil Defence and Disaster Studies (ICDS). And he was a
Laureate of 1996 UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster Reduction
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"The technique of the disaster reduction education of Japan in preparation for the
evolving disaster -For building the culture of disaster reduction .-"
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Prof. Yoshiaki KawataExecutive Director of Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution * UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster Reduction Laureate
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Born in Osaka Prefecture, in 1946. Completed Doctor's Course at the Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University
and gained a PhD. in Engineering in 1974. Assumed Associate Professor of Disaster Prevention Research Institute,
Kyoto University in 1976, and became Professor in 1993. And he took up the post of Director of the Research Center for
Disaster Reduction Systems, Kyoto University in 1996. Since 2002, he has concurrently served as Executive Director of
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution. He was a former Director of Disaster Prevention Research
Institute, Kyoto University. He was a Laureate of 2007 UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster Reduction.
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Born in Tokyo, in 1951. He received both his Bachelors and Master's degrees from Waseda University, and his Ph.D.
from the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA).

He has been a Professor of the Research Center for Disaster Reduction since 1996.

He is also a senior researcher, Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution since 2002.
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DRA Forum 2008

Disaster Reduction Alliance (DRA) creates a loose-knit

network of international disaster reduction organizations
that are located in Kobe New Eastern City Center (HAT

KOBE). This forum is held as one of several challenges

by DRA.

First of all, I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata as the
Laureates for the UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster
Reduction 2007 last October, who is the executive
director of DRI (Disaster Reduction and Human
Renovation Institution), and deputy chairperson of DRA.

Also, today it is our pleasure to invite Prof. lan Davis,
Visiting Professor of Cranfield University, the United
Kingdom, as core nominator of Prof. Kawata for the UN
SASAKAWA Award. I heard that Prof.Davis highly
evaluated that Prof. Kawata had devoted most of his past
30 years to raising people's awareness for disaster
reduction through scientific research, and had been
passing various lessons of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake.

In this forum, Prof. Davis and Prof. Kawata will have
lectures about the technique of future disaster reduction
from each viewpoint. And in the following session,
Prof. Hayashi, Professor of Kyoto University, will join
as the coordinator to make an exciting panel discussion
by these great specialists.

I hope this forum will be fruitful for all of us, and
besides helpful for all the audience in your future
activities.
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Keynote Speech 1

DRI: Why it is a World Leader in Innovative Public
Awareness of Disaster Risk Reduction

By Prof. Ian Davis, Visiting Professor of the
Resilience Centre of Cranefield University, United
Kingdom

I extend my congratulation to Prof. Kawata on receiving
the UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster Reduction and
respect Hyogo for their significant contributions in the
field of disaster prevention and reduction.
The concept of disaster management is an umbrella
concept which encompasses disaster risk management,
disaster relief management, and disaster recovery
management. The three are integrally related and span
diverse sectors of government and society. Hyogo
provides an excellent model of effective disaster
prevention for a remarkable set of reasons including:

= Its highly effective, community-based approach to
disaster reconstruction.

*Providing global leadership in the promotion of the
World Conference on Disaster Reduction in 2005, which
subsequently resulted in the creation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action (HFA), which was based on an
international timetable for action in line with the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

* Furthermore, Hyogo is home to at least three world-
class research centers that attract intellectuals from all
over the world, and finally:

- It has played a key role in raising public awareness of
disaster risk.
I respect the distinguished services in which Hyogo
founded the creation of the most significant and
comprehensive disaster museum in the world, the
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution
which recognizes the importance of disaster education
for children.

I expect following things to Hyogo. Hyogo should
identify the need to maintain and mainstream continuous
promotion of risk reduction throughout all aspects of
society while ensuring that accountability was verified.
Hyogo should stimulate other cities in Japan to create
comprehensive recovery plans that document action for
the short and long term, and it is important to build
productive alliances of genuine collaboration rather than
"TURF WARS". And Hyogo should continue to exercise
global leadership towards the realization of the HFA.

I think that it will be establishing clear and effective
messages to reach diverse and new audiences, and the
expansion of the DRR scope. At its core, disaster risk
management is an ethical issue and requires innovative
and creative approaches at all levels of society and
government.
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Keynote Speech 2

The Technique of Disaster Reduction Education of
Japan in Preparation for the Evolving Disaster
— For Building the Culture of Disaster Reduction—

By Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata, Executive Director of
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution,
Laureate of UN SASAKAWA Award for Disaster
Reduction 2007

At first, I outline the necessity for a disaster theory in the
point of view of culture and civilization. Disaster
destroys our culture and civilization. So, we can't ignore
the disaster theory. As concerns culture and civilization,
self-empowerment, community-based empowerment and
public empowerment are closely related. Unfortunately
most universities and research institutions don't have an
enough viewpoint of implementation, and disaster
education in Japan is very weak in the
internationalization.

On the other hand, in the Asia-Pacific region, the disaster
risk in the highly populated hazard-prone area is getting
worse and worse because of frequently occurred natural
disaster like earthquake, volcanic eruption and flood by
the effects of global warming. The features of disasters
in the Asia-Pacific region can be classified to the
following three type: Wide-area hazards such as the 2004
Indian Ocean Tsunami which affect densely populated
areas; Compound hazards such as flooding, the spread of
infectious diseases and threats to food safety; and long-
term hazards that affect vital social infrastructure such as
electric power grids, and telephone lines.

The vicious cycle of disaster and poverty is the result of
natural disaster coupled with increase of population and
the migration of the poor into urban areas. The social
vulnerability is increasing in rural areas of Japan due to
the aging population. There are significant problems in
disaster education/research, for example, the dominance
of research based on an analytical approach, a lack of
humanity in knowledge-based education and the current
focus of study on post-disaster. Though disasters are site-
oriented, education is primarily based on desk learning
and many research universities fail to conduct adequate
field surveys or to invest in human resource
development. "On the job training" (OJT) and a practical
education unit are very important, and the collaboration
of professors, researchers, decision makers and
practitioners are required.

To improve disaster education more practical, a multi-
hazard safety intelligence system must be developed, and
also a safety research network cooperating with
education/research created by organizations and
universities in Japan must be established. Outreach
activities should be coordinated with international
agencies for health, environment and disaster reduction
in Kobe with the ultimate goal of human resource
development for social safety science. International joint
research and foreign teaching staff must be increased. In
this approach, it is vital that we debate in English.
Proceeding of implementation science, technology and
social science and collaboration among universities and
other disaster-related organizations to promote
educational program for social safety science in APEC
countries will lead to cultivate adequate human resources
who can effectively respond to disaster management in
the future.
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Panel Discussion

How to Manage the Evolving Disaster

Prof.Hayashi: Prof. Davis and Prof. Kawata, please ask
questions about your speeches each other.

Prof. Davis: Prof. Kawata, please tell us your opinion
about the evolution of disaster.

Prof. Kawata: I believe both in the frequency and
intensity, natural disasters have been expanding.
Therefore Japan will experience a number of large-scale
earthquakes and tsunamis in the near future.

Prof. Kawata: Prof. Davis, please tell us your opinion
about the necessity to draft adequate guidelines for
disaster prevention in developing countries, and about
the protocol of foreign aid.

Prof. Davis: For example, in Indonesia, after the
devastating tsunami, the UN declared that property
ownership should be handed over to widows, which was
a fairly radical proposition in this traditional Islamic
society. Therefore, the importance of culturally-sensitive,
community-based approaches must never be
underestimated. In addition, it is important to recognize
that communities are complex dynamic entities and there
may be a total absence of a community spirit or identify
in rapidly urbanizing cities.

Prof.Hayashi: Please tell us definition of "evolving
disasters."

Prof. Kawata: I feel that the characteristics of damage
are changing due to social evolution such as rapid
urbanization.

Prof. Davis: I feel that people's habits are changing
which also affect the impact of disasters. For example,
the barrier on the River Thames that protects London
from coastal flooding, one result of this flood protection
device is that residents and businesses now have a false
sense of security since future floods can occur as water
can pass around the edges of the barrier if any of flood
gates on the seaward part of the barrier are left open or
fail. As a result, the hazard risk and vulnerability of the
community is increasing. We should be careful against
static risk assessment and we have to be continually
updated and revised to reflect the dynamic nature of
society, patterns of vulnerability and hazard risk.

Prof.Hayashi: Please tell us about the technique of the
countermeasures against the disaster management.
Prof. Davis: What are disaster resilience; they are the
resistance of buildings, the ability of society to bounce
back after disasters rapidly, and the importance of
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system redundancy such as establishing alternative office
locations for companies, backing up telephone
communications with radio and dispersing disaster plans
in multiple locations, etc.

Prof. Kawata: I think so about the importance of
disaster resilience. The flood risk can't be completely
eliminated, therefore, disaster prevention should address
the reduction in the level of damage.

Prof. Davis: I feel that more investment is needed in
"critical facilities" like schools, and encourage Japanese
people to do their efforts to seismically retrofit school
buildings. I also feel that for effective DRR, devolution
is ideal because the local governments are always more
aware of the needs in their respective communities than
central governments.

Prof.Hayashi: Please tell us about specific examples of
resistance systems.

Prof. Davis: I think the development of early warning
systems for cyclones and tsunamis and evacuation
shelters which had significantly reduced the number of
casualties.

Prof. Kawata, how do you think about the progress of the
tsunami early warning system in Japan?

Prof. Kawata: The technology is sufficient, but there are
challenges with governance and management of the
system. I dare to say again the importance of disaster
education.

Prof.Hayashi: Please tell us about the role of capacity
building in the context of disaster reduction.

Prof. Davis: I feel that capacity building is relevant at
many levels, and I believe there is a need for top-down
and bottom-up approaches in parallel.

Prof. Kawata: I feel that community empowerment is
very important due to the aging population.

Prof.Hayashi: Please tell us about the level of civic
participation in the aftermath of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake.

Prof. Davis: There was a lottery to relocate residents to
temporary accommodations. As a result, it fragmented
the community and gave a negative impact.

Audience: Please tell us about your views on a
transition from emergency relief to further development
of resilience capacity.

Prof. Davis: The humanitarian imperative and political
issues affect resilience capacity. Oftentimes governments
are reluctant to address root causes and as such, the role
of society is even greater.

Prof. Kawata: In Developing countries, the government
is tackling making an artificial plantation and a park etc.
in order to make residents transfer from a dangerous
area. Although the place is not necessarily safe, I think
that it functions gradually.

Prof.Hayashi: Thank you for your precious opinion,
Prof. Davis and Prof. Kawata. The result of this forum is
very fruitful for how fast the disaster recovery is
proceeded and how the disaster risk is lesser. That's all
about today's program. Thank you very much for all of
participant.



